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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee: thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Substitute House Bill 
25, the Fostering School Success Act. 
 
My name is Julia Marino. I am an advocacy co-leader for the Junior League of Columbus and a 
co-organizer of the Fostering Potential series. 
 
H.B. 25 addresses the kind of problem that requires state law. Guidance inside one agency can 
only go so far, because agency rules are agency-specific. This is a knotty problem that straddles 
jurisdictions, agencies, and levels of government. A child in foster care sits between systems. 
The child-welfare agency has legal responsibility and urgent safety obligations. The school has 
daily knowledge of the child: the teacher who knows the student is finally catching up, the 
counselor who knows a sibling is in the same building, the coach who knows the child will come 
to school for practice, and the IEP team that knows which services are working. 
 
For some foster youth, school is one of the only stable places left. I met a teenager who is 
extremely close with her brother, who has special needs; she is often the only person who can 
calm him down when he is upset. When she has been moved to different placements and 
different schools, it is not only her education that fractures. It is her connection to family. 
Keeping students in their school of origin—when it is in their best interest—is one of the 
simplest, most humane ways to protect those bonds. 
 
For most children, a parent carries knowledge across systems. Foster youth often do not have 
that ordinary structure at the moment a placement decision is made. Child-welfare workers do 
heroic work under extraordinary pressure, but school stability cannot depend on one 
overburdened worker’s memory, caseload, turnover, or local relationships. 
 
This bill began as a Foster-to-College Scholarship bill. Through months of House committee 
work, approximately seven hearings, agency input, practitioner testimony, and interested-party 
meetings, it became the school-stability bill before you. The substitute bill reflects serious work 
by sponsors, agencies, advocates, practitioners, and community partners. The House passed it by 
an overwhelming bipartisan vote of 93-2.1 
 
H.B. 25 gives schools a way to stand up for the child’s education. It tells adults: do not wait until 
a child has missed a month of school to exchange phone numbers.2 

 
1 H.B. 25 As Introduced, 136th General Assembly; Ohio Legislature, H.B. 25 bill page, 
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/hb25; Ohio Legislative Service Commission, H.B. 25 Bill 
Analysis, “As Passed by the House,” Mar. 5, 2026, https://search-
prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/hb25/02_PH/attachments/analysis/. The LSC analysis 
history reports House passage on March 4, 2026, by a vote of 93-2. 
2 Ohio Legislative Service Commission, H.B. 25 Bill Analysis, “As Passed by the House,” Mar. 5, 2026. As passed 
by the House, the bill requires local foster-care education liaisons, building-level foster family navigators, publicly 



 
Ohio has more than 14,000 students in foster care. Spread evenly, that is more than 430 students 
per Senate district. I ask each senator on this Committee to ask your districts and child-welfare 
partners: Who is our foster-care education liaison? Who is the building-level navigator? Who 
gets records, IEPs, credits, and transportation moving? Who brings the teacher, counselor, 
caregiver, caseworker, and youth voice into the best-interest decision?3 
 
If those answers are not clear, then you can see exactly why H.B. 25 matters. 
 
No student should be lost because systems do not have the partnerships to coordinate. With 
summer approaching, these students need support in fall 2026, not in 2027. Swift passage would 
help schools, districts, and agencies prepare before the next school year. Please pass H.B. 25 
soon, and champion implementation in your own districts.4 

 
available contact information, records-transfer and immediate-enrollment duties, transportation procedures, dispute 
management, and annual training developed through state-agency collaboration. 
3 Ohio Department of Education and Workforce, “Foster Care,” updated Apr. 21, 2026, 
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Foster-Care. ODEW reports 14,455 students in foster care in the 
2024–2025 school year. Dividing 14,455 by 33 Senate districts yields approximately 438 students per district as a 
simple statewide average; actual distribution varies by district. 
4 There will be more opportunities to strengthen supports for students in foster care after this bill passes. Ohio can 
continue building on this foundation through stronger data-sharing routines, transportation protocols, dispute-
resolution practices, mirrored child-welfare responsibilities, and data reporting that helps the state see where school 
stability is working and where it is not. See Legal Center for Foster Care and Education, “State Legislation,” 
https://www.fostercareandeducation.org/state-legislation; U.S. Departments of Education and Health and Human 
Services, Ensuring Educational Stability and Success for Students in Foster Care: Non-Regulatory Guidance, Nov. 
15, 2024, https://www.ed.gov/media/document/non-regulatory-guidance-ensuring-educational-stability-and-success-
students-foster-care-november-15-2024-108448.pdf. 


