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Building Consistent Statewide Supports for Foster Youth Through School Stability

Good afternoon, Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of
the Senate Education Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of
Substitute House Bill 25, the Fostering School Success Act. My name is Brianna Booker, and I
serve as the Policy Associate for the Children’s Defense Fund—Ohio. We are a statewide, multi-
issue child advocacy organization that has worked alongside children, young people, and
families across Ohio for forty-five years. Our mission is to build community so that every child
grows up with dignity, hope, and joy, and we firmly believe that school stability is a foundational
part of that vision, particularly for young people in foster care.

A question we often hear in conversations about H.B. 25 is whether these supports already exist.
The answer is yes—but only in some places, and only inconsistently. Where strong systems are
in place, they deserve recognition and replication. However, too many students still experience
gaps in support, and when those gaps appear, young people can and do fall through the cracks.
That uneven access is precisely why H.B. 25 is necessary.

Hamilton County offers a clear example of what is possible when systems are intentionally
aligned. Over the past two decades, the county has built a strong cross-sector partnership
connecting child welfare, schools, juvenile court, Legal Aid, and other community partners.
Through the Kids in School Rule! program, they have established consistent practices to support
foster youth stability, including designated liaisons, child welfare education specialists, data-

sharing agreements, best-interest determinations, and coordinated transportation services.



The results speak for themselves. In the 2024-2025 school year, Hamilton County completed
922 best-interest determinations and served nearly 600 students across Cincinnati Public,
Northwest, and Winton Woods schools. Within Cincinnati Public Schools, seniors participating
in Kids in School Rule! graduated at a rate of 97 percent. H.B. 25 takes the lesson learned in
places like Hamilton County and scales it statewide: ensuring that every district, and every
school building, has someone who knows what to do and how to act when a student needs
support.

This need is echoed in our Fostering Potential series, which highlights challenges with school
stability across the state. In that work, an educational administrator from another Ohio
community described what he called “a major epidemic in care,” pointing to more than 100
group homes in the area, a single high school serving over 200 students connected to care or
court involvement, and young people being “dropped off without any real support or resources.”

Strengthening School Stability as a Pathway to Public Safety and Reduced Justice System
Involvement

H.B. 25 is also a public safety measure. When foster youth experience repeated school
disruptions, they are more likely to become disconnected from school and the supportive adults
who help keep them on track. This concern is consistent with findings from both the Annie E.
Casey Foundation (2024), which highlights how educational instability significantly increases
risk factors tied to system involvement, and the Juvenile Law Center (2023), which documents
the link between school disruption, reduced engagement, and deeper justice system involvement
for foster youth. By promoting school stability, strengthening adult support systems, and
connecting students to needed services, H.B. 25 helps reduce the conditions that can lead to
juvenile justice involvement while increasing the opportunities that help young people thrive.

Preserving the Full Intent of H.B. 25 to Ensure Long-Term Success for Foster Youth

We stand in full support H.B. 25 in its current form and appreciate the progress it represents. At
the same time, we believe it is important to be clear that key elements from the original
proposal—particularly the scholarship provisions for foster youth—are essential and should be
preserved. Although the substitute bill advances important progress in strengthening school
stability and support systems, it should not be interpreted as a substitute for the full intent or as
an endpoint for the broader commitments initially proposed. Rather, it should serve as a
foundation to build upon, ensuring that foster youth are not only supported in their K—12
educational experiences but are also provided with the financial pathways essential for long-term
success in higher education and beyond.



Thank you.
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