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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide this written proponent
testimony on Sub HB 25, “Fostering School Success Act.” | am Lysette Arnold, Policy and
Operations Coordinator for the Public Children Services Association of Ohio (PCSAQ), a
membership-driven association representing Ohio’s 88 county public children services
agencies and advancing policies that support safe children, stable families, and

supportive communities.

PCSAO thanks Representative Jarrells and Representative Ray for championing the
Fostering School Success Act, an important step toward improving educational stability
for youth with foster care experience. In Ohio, too many youth in foster care experience
school changes that disrupt learning, weaken connections to supportive adults and
peers, delay educational services, and compound the academic and emotional
challenges that can hinder a young person's path to graduation and post-secondary

success.

Sub HB 25 addresses this by creating school foster care liaisons to coordinate support

among schools, child welfare agencies, and caregivers. The bill also codified PCSAs’
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responsibility to provide independent living services to youth in their custody of a PCSA.
With dedicated professionals focused on fostering youth educational stability, Ohio can

better keep students connected to school through each transition.

Success in K-12 education lays the foundation for postsecondary achievement. Students
who remain engaged in school, experience educational stability, and receive the support
they need, are better positioned to enroll in and complete a college degree. Nationally,
only about 8%—12% of foster youth earn a two- or four-year degree by their mid- to late
20s. By contrast, about 49% of young adults in the general population complete

a degree — a five-fold difference?. The support in HB 25 can strengthen educational
stability, improve school engagement and achievement, and better position foster youth

for postseconda ry success.

Educational success is built when schools, child welfare agencies, caregivers, and
communities work together to provide stability. We all have a stake in a child's future,
and by strengthening coordination across systems during the K—12 years we can create
pathways that lead not only to high school graduation but to college, careers, and
lifelong success. For these reasons, PCSAQ respectfully urges your support for Sub HB 25

and for Ohio’s foster youth. Thank you, and | am happy to answer any questions.
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