June 1, 2026

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

| am writing to express my strong support for House Bill 25 and its focus on improving educational
outcomes for students in foster care. In my role working closely with foster youth, | have seen
firsthand how frequent placement changes can disrupt a child’s education, relationships, and
overall stability.

For example, | currently support a foster youth who has been in and out of care since infancy and
has experienced more than 80 placement changes. Due to her high needs, these transitions often
disrupt not only her living situation but also her education. Each placement change frequently
results in a school change, requiring her to continuously readjust to new environments,
expectations, and relationships. In cases like this, school becomes one of the only consistent and
stabilizing factors in a young person’s life. When possible, maintaining their connection to their
school of origin provides critical continuity and emotional support.

Supporting youth in these circumstances requires strong collaboration and flexibility among school
teams, child welfare agencies, and Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) points of contact. Despite
best efforts, without consistent policy guidance, youth are at risk of falling through cracks.

The provision requiring schools and public children’s services agencies to establish consistent
policies that prioritize keeping students in their school of origin is critical. Maintaining school
stability not only preserves academic progress but also protects important social and emotional
support that foster youth rely on during times of transition.

Additionally, the bill’s emphasis on tracking academic outcomes and providing targeted resources
is an essential step toward accountability and equity. Ensuring that foster students receive the
support they need to graduate on time aligns with our shared responsibility to promote long-term
success and well-being.

House Bill 25 represents a meaningful and necessary commitment to some of our most vulnerable
students. | respectfully urge your support for this legislation.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Ivy L. Mitchell MSW, LSW

Columbus City Schools Foster Care Liaison

Students & Families in Transition | Office of Whole Child Supports

430 Cleveland Avenue | Columbus, OH 43215

Foster care main: 614.365.5012 | email: fostercare@columbus.k12.0h.us
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