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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for allowing us to submit proponent testimony on House Bill 125. |
am Brandon Kern, Deputy Executive Director and Senior Policy Director of the Ohio Soybean
Association.

4-H and FFA programs have long played a critical role in preparing the next generation of
agricultural leaders. Agriculture is Ohio’s number one industry, and the long-term success of our
industry depends on developing a skilled workforce. Programs like 4-H and FFA provide the
foundation that helps young people build those skills. Through hands-on learning opportunities,
leadership development events, and career exploration, 4-H and FFA equip students with practical
experience. Even outside of technical skills, these programs teach responsibility, problem-solving,
teamwork, and innovation. These skills are essential not only in agriculture but across Ohio’s
economy.

Ohio’s 4-H and FFA programs collectively serve more than 160,000 youth members across the
state, making them among the largest and most impactful youth leadership organizations in Ohio.
These programs expand across all areas of Ohio, reaching rural, suburban, and urban students.
This provides an opportunity to introduce all students to agriculture and helps them understand the
important role it plays in feeding communities. For many students, participation in 4-H and FFA is
their first exposure to agriculture as a potential career path. These organizations help build the
pipeline of future farmers, agronomists, researchers, agribusiness professionals, and community
leaders who will guide Ohio’s agriculture industry.

As the agriculture industry continues to face challenges, investing in the next generation is more
important than ever. The Ohio Soybean Association would like to thank Representatives Creech and
Hall for introducing this legislation and believes that continued support for 4-H and FFA is an
investment in the future of Ohio’s agriculture industry. Thank you again for the opportunity to
submit proponent testimony.



