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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 442
with Senator Smith. This bill, known as the Food Literacy Standards Act, requires the Department of
Education and Workforce to develop food literacy standards for students in grades kindergarten
through twelve, providing Ohio's students with practical knowledge about nutrition, food preparation,
healthy eating, and the agricultural systems that produce our food.

Many students graduate without a basic understanding of nutrition, meal preparation, or the
origins of the food they consume every day. At a time when diet-related health challenges continue to
impact families across Ohio, it is increasingly important that young people have access to practical
knowledge that helps them make informed food choices. While students are exposed to a constant
stream of information about food through advertising, social media, and other sources, they often
lack the foundational skills needed to evaluate that information and apply it to their daily lives.

Additionally, Ohio currently lacks a consistent framework for food literacy education across
grade levels. By helping students understand the relationship between agriculture, food production,
nutrition, and personal well-being, we can better prepare them to make healthier decisions throughout
their lives.

Senate Bill 442 addresses these challenges by establishing statewide food literacy standards
for students in grades kindergarten through twelve. The bill creates a framework for age-appropriate
instruction that helps students understand how food choices affect their health while introducing
practical life skills such as meal planning and meal preparation. It also strengthens students'
understanding of agriculture and food systems by teaching how food is grown, produced, and
ultimately reaches consumers.

By providing schools with a consistent set of standards that may be incorporated into existing
educational opportunities, SB 442 promotes informed decision-making, encourages healthier
lifestyles, and helps equip students with knowledge and habits that can benefit them throughout their
lives.



