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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chairman Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the
Senate Education Committee. Senator Reynolds and I greatly appreciate the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony in support of Senate Bill 442, the Food Literacy Standards Act, to
provide Ohio children with the basic understanding of food as fuel and diet as health care.
Consider this legislation to be financial literacy for child nutrition.

If this becomes law, Senate Bill 442 would direct the Ohio Department of Education and
Workforce to develop grade specific instruction on diet, food preparation, nutrition and healthy
food choices. The legislation would mandate the Department to develop these standards, but
these standards would be permissive for each school district. The goal is that kids will learn the
impact of food and how the choices they make regarding what they eat will impact how they feel
and their overall health.

This Senate Bill can become that guidepost, providing life-changing knowledge to Ohio’s future
leaders. When armed with knowledge and conviction, our students can achieve longer lifespans
and an increased quality of life. These newly educated healthy eaters can change their
communities for the better.

Senator Reynolds and I appreciate your time and consideration, and we urge adoption of SB 442.
We would welcome any questions that Committee may have.



