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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and Members of the Senate
Education Committee. Thank you very much for providing us an opportunity to explain why the
policy of the state taking over local public school districts should be abolished.

Senate Bill 332 would end all academic distress commissions and transfer those powers back to
local leaders and the local elected school board members. It would also require, however, that
districts under state control would need to establish student support team within individual
buildings.

Its been 10 years, as of February, since the Youngstown City School District was taken over by
the state of Ohio. Following Youngstown, Lorain and then East Cleveland were taken over by
the state.

Following the takeover of those three districts, the state abandoned the takeover policy so that no
other district would be taken over — which suggested that the takeover policy was not achieving
the desired results. Today, ten years later, Lorain and East Cleveland are both out from under
state control but Youngstown remains.

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, the state takeover model has been tried and it has
failed. Let me share with the Committee part of an editorial posted on March 17, 2019 from The
Canton Repository entitled, “Time for Ohio to abolish school takeovers”. It reads in part, “What
began as a noble carrot-and-stick idea, however, has shown little evidence of improving
educational outcomes where it is in place: Youngstown, Lorain and East Cleveland. It can be
argued, in fact, things are worse, with more parental disconnect, low employee morale and high
administration turnover reported in those districts. .... We urge lawmakers and the governor to
end this failed idea.”

Members of the Senate Education Committee, that is exactly what Senate Bill 332 seeks to do
because the “Columbus Knows Best Approach” has not worked. I believe that every Ohio child
can change the world. Perhaps the next great Lordstown innovation is currently in a Youngstown
classroom. Perhaps the solution to the Lake Erie algae crisis is a Lorain student. Perhaps the
next great civil rights leader is walking down an East Cleveland school hallway. I would be
willing to bet that those three school districts will each be sending Ohio a few future senators.
These kids, our kids, can do great things. But to help ensure their potential is fully realized, local



voices should be listened too, and local voters should be able to exercise their judgment. Thank
you for allowing us to give sponsor testimony on this important bill and we would be happy to
answer any questions the Committee might have.



