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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor
testimony on Senate Bill 332, alongside my joint sponsor, Senator Smith.

SB 332 dissolves all academic distress commissions (ADCs) in the state and
transfers the powers held by the commissions back to their respective district board
of education and instead creates student support teams for low-performing schools.

Created by the state in 2007, academic distress commissions are triggered when
districts fail to meet certain academic standards.

House Bill 70, passed during the 131 General Assembly, significantly expanded
the commission’s authority by giving it the power to appoint the district’s CEO,
reduced the school board’s role in governance, and transferred one board
appointment to a local executive such as the mayor. The commission also led
efforts to expand high-quality school options and improve failing schools.

At the time, the three districts under the purview of HB 70 were Youngstown, East
Cleveland and Lorain. Presently, only one district, Youngstown, remains the sole
district in Ohio under academic distress.




In 2021, changes in state law required districts that were at that time under the
oversight of an academic distress commission to submit an academic improvement
plan to the state superintendent of public instruction.

As part of HB 33, the state’s main operating budget from the 135" GA—signed
into law in 2023—the ADC for Lorain City Schools, was dissolved.

In December of 2025, East Cleveland was released from their ADC after the
Department determined that it had met a majority of its improvement benchmarks.

This bill is about local control. It is my strong belief that the locals are best suited
when making these decisions, henceforth, why ADCs should be abolished, and
subsequently, power should be reinstated within the local school board.

An academic distress commission has been overseeing Youngstown City Schools
since 2010. Since then, Youngstown has made significant strides in respect to
overall improvements such as graduation rates and state report card ratings.
However, it 1s clear that state takeover did not have the intended outcome as once
prescribed.

Although Youngstown remains on an Academic Improvement Plan that restores
some authority to its elected school board, the district has not yet met the plan’s
increasingly rigorous benchmarks. The district has requested a one-year extension,
but if it fails to meet its goals by the 2026-27 school year, it could return to full
state control under a CEO-led governance model. This situation highlights a key
challenge—despite measurable improvement, the district has struggled to keep
pace with the plan’s escalating performance requirements.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on SB 332 and I would be happy to
answer any questions that you may have at this time.




