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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to testify on HB 25. My name is Sarah LaTourette, and | serve as Chief Advocacy Officer for the Ohio Children’s Alliance.
The Alliance works alongside community-based providers and partners across the state to strengthen Ohio’s child- and family-serving
systems by better aligning policy with practice. We also partner with the Ohio Department of Higher Education to oversee Ohio Reach,
a statewide network of Ohio colleges, universities, and career centers dedicated to serving students with lived experience in foster
care through higher education.

HB 25 as passed by the Ohio House reflects significant effort, revisions, and buy-in from a wide range of stakeholders. The bill under
review in this committee looks very different from the introduced version, with its focus shifted from higher education to K-12. While
the scope is different, the outcomes remain similar: improving educational outcomes for Ohio’s foster youth.

One key component of this bill is the clear codification of the role and responsibilities of district Foster Care Liaisons established under
the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Conversations with community-based agencies and individuals with lived experience
have highlighted that, although districts have established liaisons per ESSA, many districts often struggle to fully meet expectations. HB
25 more clearly defines the requirements of Foster Care Liaisons and provides guidance to help address these gaps. This bill would
also create much-needed training opportunities for these staff members to greater support their professional development.

We also support the bill’s intent to establish the role of foster family navigator in every public-school building. A key component of
the Foster Youth Bill of Rights (OAC 5180:2-5-35) is the right to normalcy: the ability to participate in age and developmentally

appropriate activities while in care. This is especially important in school where classes and extracurriculars present regular
opportunities for social and academic experiences. Through expanded coordination with youth, families, support staff, and child
welfare agencies, foster family navigators can help students in foster care fully engage with the opportunities school provides.

HB 25 as before the committee today reflects a desire to maximize existing resources available to foster youth. The Alliance entirely
supports finding ways to encourage full utilization of existing resources, but we believe that additional resources may further improve
educational outcomes for youth with experience in foster care.

Alongside passage of this bill, we encourage members of this committee to continue working with their colleagues in the House
Workforce & Higher Education and Senate Higher Education committees to broaden access to higher education for such youth.
Nationally, only 29-64% of former foster youth start some form of post-secondary education but only 8-12% completed their degree
(compared to a 49% completion rate for the general population). In Ohio, post-secondary enroliment for individuals with foster care
experience had sharply fallen from 21% to 12% during 2015-2021.
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While higher education supports are outside the scope of this bill, we encourage members of the committee to consider how the state
can support foster youth across all levels of education. The Alliance is glad to work with the committee and other stakeholders to
ensure that foster youth are able to thrive in school and set up a stable foundation for the rest of their lives.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 25. | appreciate your consideration and would be happy to respond to any
qguestions the committee may have.

Sincerely,

Sarah LaTourette
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