¢ Andrews Osborne Academy
* Bethany School
 Birchwood School of Hawken
¢ Canton Country Day School
¢ Central Montessori Academy
¢ Cincinnati Country Day School
* Cincinnati Hills
Christian Academy
¢ Columbus Academy
¢ Columbus Jewish Day School
* Columbus School for Girls
¢ Columbus Torah Academy
¢ Gilmour Academy
¢ Grand River Academy
¢ Hathaway Brown
* Hawken School
* Hershey Montessori School
* Hudson Montessori School
¢ Jos. and Florence Mandel Jewish Day School
¢ Lake Ridge Academy
* Laurel School
¢ The Lawrence School
¢ The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
¢ Linden Grove School
¢ The Lippman School
* Mansion Day School
* Marburn Academy
* Maumee Valley Country Day School
* McGulfey Montessori School
¢ The Miami Valley School
¢ The New School
¢ Old Trail School
¢ Olney Friends School
* Ridgewood School
* Rockwern Academy
¢ Ruffing Montessori - Cleve. Heights
¢ Ruffing Montessori - Rocky River
¢ The Schilling School for Gifted Children
¢ The Seven Hills School
¢ Summit Country Day School
¢ University School
¢ Urban Community School
* Wellington School
* Welsh Hills School

* Western Reserve Academy
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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing and Ranking Member Ingram thank you for
the opportunity to submit written opponent testimony regarding Senate Bill 326.

The structure of SB 326 is a bit confusing as it pertains to chartered nonpublic
schools. Under the proposed legislation, all high school graduates from both public
and chartered nonpublic schools would be required to complete a unit of computer
science instruction in order to graduate but then only requires public schools to
offer a full unity of computer science instruction. It is difficult to ascertain how
nonpublic school students would compete a unit of instruction in order to graduate
unless the school was required to offer the instruction.

Our schools generally oppose all new graduation credit requirements. OAIS schools
with instruction in grades 9-12 are college preparatory schools. Our schools
respond to the expectations of institutions of higher education in Ohio and in other
states in terms of defining the best curriculum and requirements for graduation.
For the General Assembly to usurp the judgement of our curriculum and college
counseling professionals and substitute its own in terms of what our students need
to graduate runs counter to the concept of school choice.

Our organization also opposes efforts to not just tell our schools what to teach but
how to teach it. The language in proposed 3313.603(C)(10)(a) to require instruction
in “evolving areas of computer science, such as artificial intelligence, including an
understanding of what it is, how it works, and its impact on society,” may or may
not be something our educational professionals want to make a part of their
curriculum. Such a decision should be theirs, not the General Assembly’s call to
make. If the General Assembly wants to require that of all public schools for which
they are constitutionally responsible, it is certainly within the General Assembly’s
purview to do so. Dictating the curriculum of private schools by requiring them to
teach specific concepts, not just topics, threatens to run afoul of constitutional
protections under decades of United States Supreme Court precedent.

Our organization would request removal of the graduation requirement for private
school students similar to that of the financial literacy requirement. Thank your for
your consideration and your service to our state.
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