\ Dayton Early College Academy

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on Senate Bill 311.

My name is David Taylor, and | serve as Superintendent and CEO of Dayton Early College Academy,
commonly known as DECA. DECA is a nonprofit public community school network serving students and
families in Dayton through DECA PREP, DECA Middle, and DECA High.

| am submitting this testimony to express support for the provisions of Senate Bill 311 related to unused
and underutilized school facilities.

At its core, this issue is about ensuring that public assets continue to serve public-school students.
Community school students are public-school students. Their families pay taxes, their schools are publicly
funded, and their educational needs are no less urgent than those of students enrolled in traditional district
schools.

Yet across Ohio, community schools continue to face significant barriers in accessing affordable, suitable
educational facilities. Unlike traditional school districts, community schools do not have access to local
property tax levies or bond issues to build, renovate, or maintain school buildings. As a result, community
schools often must divert operating dollars away from classrooms, teachers, student supports, and
academic programming in order to pay for facilities.

That creates a real inequity for students and families.

Ohio law has long recognized that when a school district no longer needs a facility, public community
schools should have an opportunity to acquire or lease that facility and continue using it for public
education. Senate Bill 311 strengthens that policy by clarifying when a building is considered unused or
substantially underutilized and by creating a more transparent process for identifying and making those
facilities available.

This is important because the intent of the law is clear: taxpayer-funded school buildings should not sit
empty or significantly underused while public-school students elsewhere need safe, appropriate learning
environments.

For DECA, this is not a theoretical concern. We have been looking for a new facility for years. We know
there is strong demand from families for the kind of high-quality public education DECA provides, and we
are ready to serve more students. But our ability to grow and meet that need is constrained by access to
facilities.



If an existing public-school building were available and suitable for educational use, we would jump at the
opportunity to occupy it, invest in it, and put it back to work serving students. That is exactly the kind of
outcome this policy should make possible.

Unfortunately, without clear, enforceable, and transparent rules, community schools often do not have a
meaningful opportunity to access buildings that were built for public education and funded by taxpayers.
Buildings may sit vacant, remain underutilized, deteriorate over time, or be disposed of in ways that do not
prioritize their continued use for educating public-school students.

Senate Bill 311 helps address that problem. By solidifying these provisions in law and making the process
more transparent, the General Assembly can help ensure that public educational facilities remain available
for public educational purposes. For schools like DECA, that could mean the difference between years of
searching unsuccessfully for a facility and finally having a viable pathway to serve more students.

We understand that school districts must make complex decisions about enrollment, programming, staffing,
and facilities. We also understand that not every building is suitable for every school. But when buildings
are vacant or operating far below capacity, taxpayers deserve a transparent process that prioritizes
continued public educational use before those buildings are sold, repurposed, allowed to deteriorate, or
removed from educational service altogether.

DECA exists to prepare students, many of whom will be first-generation college students, for success in
college and beyond. Our mission depends on having safe, stable, high-quality learning environments where
students can build strong relationships with educators, access rigorous academic programming, and
receive the supports they need to thrive.

Facility barriers make that work harder. They limit growth. They constrain programming. They force public
community schools to spend scarce resources on buildings rather than on instruction and student services.

Senate Bill 311 helps address that challenge by bringing greater clarity, transparency, and accountability to
the unused facilities process. It does not create a new obligation so much as it helps ensure that existing
policy is followed consistently and fairly.

Most importantly, this legislation keeps the focus where it belongs: on students.

Regardless of the type of school they choose to attend, every child in Ohio deserves access to a safe and
suitable place to learn. And publicly funded school buildings should be used, whenever possible, to educate
public-school students.

Senate Bill 311 advances that principle. It promotes responsible stewardship of taxpayer resources. It helps
preserve the public purpose for which these buildings were constructed. And it creates opportunities for
more students to access high-quality public educational options without requiring new taxpayer-funded
construction.



For these reasons, DECA supports the unused facilities provisions of Senate Bill 311.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



