Monday, June 8, 2026

Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate Education
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to write in opposition to House Bill 272. My name is Alexander
Butler, I am a resident of Perrysburg, OH and a father of three school-aged children.

House Bill 272, however well-intentioned, misses the mark.

First and most importantly, the idea represents a poor assessment because it only requires a
low-level of basic recall. A third grader could pass the same test if we taught them to memorize the
correct responses. A civics test needs to measure students’ ability to be a citizen in a democratic
republic, not their ability to recall a few specific facts.

Second, a 60% is a failing grade in every school and this proposal allows unlimited attempts.
The threshold is low and there are no teeth to the accountability if unlimited attempts are allowed. Why
would we allow the threshold to be low? Why would we allow unlimited attempts? Any person who
has been around students knows that students will keep taking the test, possibly guessing on a
significant portion, until they hit the right combination of answers to get a 60% if they have unlimited
attempts. Not only is this a waste of time for whoever has to proctor the exam, but it will also waste
districts’ money. A summative assessment, like what is being proposed in HB 272, needs to be taken
seriously and actually hold students accountable.

Third, the Naturalization Test is a bad model for an effective assessment. Some of the questions
are too easy, not relevant to being a successful citizen, or the question does not accurately lead to the
correct answer. For example, the question about the 15" Amendment granting the right to vote is
inaccurate because the amendment’s language does not grant the right to vote but rather says the right
to vote cannot be denied or abridged based on certain characteristics. The amendment does not
guarantee citizens the right to vote. The question is inaccurately written.

While I strongly support civics education and accountability, this proposal will not accomplish
what it suggests. If I were a high school teacher, I would not use the Naturalization Test as an
assessment with my students because it is poorly constructed and only measures the taker’s ability to
recall low-level information. I want my children to be assessed for their ability to contribute to our
democratic republic in meaningful ways, not just know some trivia.

I urge you to reject this bill. Instead, be creative, think deeply about what we want citizens to
know and do, and then create an assessment that really helps us measure a student’s readiness for being
a citizen in our democratic republic.

Thank you for your time and for your service to the people of Ohio. Grace and Peace

Sincerely,

Alexander Butler
Perrysburg, OH



