
Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education 
Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to Substitute Senate Bill 272. 

My name is Kimberly Huffman, and I have spent the past 31 years teaching government and civics in Ohio 
classrooms. I currently teach American Government at the Wayne County Schools Career Center, where 
students from ten public school districts across Wayne County come together for career and technical 
education. I also teach Political Science at a local community college. 

I was honored as the 2022 National Council for the Social Studies Outstanding Secondary Social Studies 
Teacher of the Year, the recipient of the 2023 American Civics Education Teacher Award, and, most recently, 
an iCivics Justice Sandra Day O'Connor Prize for Excellence in Teaching Civics semifinalist (2025), the Gilder 
Lehrman Ohio History Teacher of the Year (2025), a Bill of Rights Institute Civics Teacher of the Year finalist 
(2024), and the Ohio Daughters of the American Revolution Outstanding Teacher of American History (2024). 

Throughout my career, I have dedicated myself to civic education and have been honored with state and 
national recognition for my work in the field. I have served with numerous nonpartisan civic education 
organizations (iCivics Educator Network, Bill of Rights Institute Teacher Network, and the National Constitution 
Center Teacher Advisory Council), participated in state and national civic education initiatives, and worked 
directly with policymakers through civic education panels and forums at the Ohio Statehouse. I am a 2008 
James Madison Fellow and earned my graduate degree in Constitutional Studies through the Ashland 
University Master of Arts in American History and Government (MAHG) program. As a 2013 Congressional 
Fellow, I was given the opportunity to experience democracy in action while serving in the office of U.S. 
Representative Jim Renacci. In addition, I am currently serving my second term on the National Council for the 
Social Studies Board of Directors and as a Northeast Region Representative on the Ohio Council for the Social 
Studies. 

I want to begin by acknowledging that I share the sponsors' concern about civic knowledge among young 
Americans. In fact, after more than three decades in the classroom, I have witnessed a troubling decline in 
students' foundational civic knowledge. Many students arrive in my government classroom unable to identify 
the branches of government, explain the purpose of the Constitution, distinguish between state and federal 
responsibilities, or describe how public policy is made. I see similar gaps among some students entering my 
college-level Political Science courses. 

I have met with local representatives in the past, including former Ohio Representative Scott Wiggam and 
Senator Kristina Roegner, to discuss civic education assessment issues, including the use of value-added data 
to determine educator effectiveness. 

The question before us is not whether civic knowledge matters. It absolutely does. It is essential to our 
Republic. 

The question is whether requiring students to pass a simplified version of the U.S. Naturalization Test as a high 
school graduation requirement is the best way to address the problem. 

Based on my professional experience, I do not believe it is. 

The civic knowledge challenges I encounter are not the result of students being unable to memorize enough 
facts. The greater challenge is helping students understand how constitutional principles apply to real-world 
situations, how to evaluate information, how government institutions function, and how citizens can effectively 



participate in our democracy. These concepts are already addressed through the current Ohio Department of 
Education and Workforce High School Learning Standards for American Government. These are the skills that 
prepare students for citizenship, and they are far more complex than selecting the correct answer from a 
multiple-choice list. 

A naturalization-style assessment measures only a narrow portion of what Ohio students should know and be 
able to do. More importantly, students can study, memorize, pass the assessment, and quickly forget much of 
the information afterward. Passing a recall-based test is not the same as developing civic readiness. 

As an educator, I would welcome efforts to strengthen civic education in Ohio. I would welcome the opportunity 
to collaborate with this committee on increasing the importance of social studies within our elementary and 
middle school curriculum. I support accountability. I support rigorous expectations. I support assessments that 
challenge students to analyze primary sources, evaluate evidence, engage in constitutional reasoning, 
construct arguments, and apply civic knowledge to contemporary issues. Those skills better reflect the 
demands of citizenship in the twenty-first century. 

Ohio already has standards-aligned American Government and American History assessments. If 
policymakers believe those assessments should be improved, I encourage the state to work with educators 
and the Ohio Council for the Social Studies to create stronger measures of civic learning. Adding a separate 
graduation requirement based on a test designed for adult naturalization applicants moves us in the wrong 
direction. This test, and the requirement to pass it, minimizes the importance of Ohio's own history, founding 
documents, Constitution, and unique state and local governmental structures. 

After 31 years in Ohio classrooms, I remain optimistic about our students and the future of civic education. 
High school students are capable of thoughtful discussion, critical analysis, and meaningful civic engagement 
when given the opportunity. They deserve a civic education system that measures more than memorization 
and prepares them for the responsibilities of citizenship. 

I have spent my career teaching students from rural, suburban, and small-town communities across Wayne 
County. Regardless of their political beliefs, parents consistently tell me they want their children to understand 
how government works, how to evaluate information, and how to be responsible citizens. I have never had a 
parent tell me that their primary concern was whether their child could memorize 60 out of 100 civics trivia 
questions. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to reject Substitute Senate Bill 272. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Kimberly Huffman 


