Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Ryan Welt. | am a
high school social studies teacher at Franklin High School. | am strongly opposed to Sub SB
272.

As Ohio is navigating our current national moment of political polarization, the civic education
crisis has come to the fore. Sub SB 272, however, does not adequately create a solution to a
problem that is multifaceted and will require long term and far thinking solutions.

Offering the US citizenship test as a path to graduation does not serve to support civic
education in the state of Ohio. Instead, it offers a new path to graduation with a lowered bar as
compared to the current paths that exist. Navigating graduation under the proposed legislation
does not require useful understanding of American civics or governmental systems. Rather than
creating new requirements that do not meaningfully require functional democratic education, the
Ohio State House should solicit the guidance of educators and social studies experts in
developing forward thinking and effective assessments that will inspire students to take
ownership in their civic education. This will help to create a new generation of citizens that can
build the creative solutions to not only our current crises but ensure a future that meets
challenges both at the state and national level head on, for ourselves and our posterity.

| ask you to consider my testimony and vote no on this harmful bill. Thank you again for the
opportunity to testify.

Ryan Welt



