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Written Testimony in Opposition to Substitute Senate Bill 272 

Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the 
Senate Education Committee 

Thank you for accepting my written testimony in opposition to Substitute Senate Bill 272. 
My name is Matthew Hollstein and I am submitting my testimony as a private citizen, a 
lifelong resident of Ohio and a social studies educator/teacher educator.  

As a social studies educator I am very much in favor of high quality social studies 
education and believe it to be the cornerstone for fostering an informed, engaged, and 
participatory citizenry. I have always strived to educate my students with their knowledge of 
history and their citizenship being placed at the forefront of my teaching. I am cognizant of 
the need for high quality history and civic education which prepares students with both the 
knowledge and skills necessary to fully actualize their citizenship. Crucial to this work is 
the necessity for accountability. Accountability for students, teachers, parents, and the 
communities where students will live and work. This accountability can be found in what 
our students know, as well as what they can do with their citizenship. Substitute Senate Bill 
272 allows students, starting in the 2027 school year, to take and pass (at 60%) a 
citizenship test modeled after the civics portion of the US Naturalization Test. This is 
problematic for a few reasons. We want to be certain that our students are able to 
demonstrate what they know and can do at the end of their US history and Government 
courses and this proposed change does not meet that goal.  

This assessment focuses exclusively on factual content knowledge and allows for a 
passing rate of 60%. This passing rate and low-level knowledge assessment allows 
teachers and students to focus on a minimum threshold while assessing knowledge that is 
incredibly broad. I believe that students should know the information on this proposed 
assessment but that it should be the bare minimum and it does not demonstrate historical 
or civic competency. Rather, it allows students to focus on rote memorization to pass a 
test. This idea is counter to the National Council for the Social Studies, where most states 
draw their standards from and whose goal is to foster informed, active, and participatory 
citizens. In addition, this proposed assessment is not aligned with our currently approved 
Ohio social studies standards which have been vetted and scrutinized by members of the 
public, ODEW, educators, and teacher educators from across the state.  

The recommendations in Substitute Senate Bill 272 lower the expectations of students and 
teachers rather than enhancing them. As an educator my experience and existing research 
has shown that it is paramount that students showcase what they know and can do with 



the knowledge and skills they learn in our classes. This is crucial as they will eventually 
take their knowledge and skills into their communities where they will be asked to make 
informed decisions which carry consequential implications for all Ohioans.  Again, I am in 
strong opposition to Substitute Senate Bill 272.  

 


