June 8, 2026

To: Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members
of the Senate Education Committee:

From: Colton Morton, Ohio 7-12 Social Studies Educator
coltoncmorton@agmail.com
(740) 804-4134

Subject: S.B. No. 272.
Testimony of Opposing Position.

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and
Members of the Senate Education Committee:

My name is Colton Morton and | am a fifth year, professionally licensed 7-12
social studies educator originally from Chillicothe, and previously living in Oxford,
Cincinnati, and now Columbus, Ohio. Thank you for allowing a fellow citizen to
provide testimony today. | am in opposition to S.B. No. 272.

S. B. No. 272 would require students to pass an identical assessment to the U.S.
Naturalization Test, at a sixty (60) percent passing rate, with unlimited attempts to
pass said test, as another requirement towards their high school graduation.
While | see the benefit of teaching the U.S. Naturalization Test in Ohio’s
American government classrooms, | do not see the benefit of requiring the test
as a requirement for the course nor towards graduation.

Teachers often use various pre-assessments to evaluate students' learning and
understanding of any given subject before taking on the school year ahead. If |
see the U.S. Naturalization Test or an equivalent assessment being offered in the
Ohio American government class, | believe that it could be used as a formative
assessment at the very beginning of a given school year. This could be an
opportunity to give the students the U.S. Naturalization Test or equivalent
assessment, as a part of that pre-assessment period.

The U.S. Naturalization Test could also be an opportunity to provide a brief
overview of the course in connection to learning standards and/or content within
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the Test (whether it be a semester or year-round course), to teach the
experiences of the naturalization process as an introductory lesson, and/or
compare Test content to other pre-assessments.

Moreover, | believe that the requirement of the U.S. Naturalization Test or
equivalent is a low-stakes, simple test of recalling information, which such
assessment should not be a requirement towards graduation. Instead, rather, the
Test could be useful towards pre-assessment for teachers to use to gauge
student growth throughout the year. Although the end-of-course examinations are
not perfect, that is for another time: A higher-level, inquiry-based, and civic
competent assessment, like the current Ohio American government
end-of-course exam, is more effective at assessing student learning and growth.

Therefore, | strongly oppose S.B. No. 272. | believe that the current Ohio
end-of-course American government exam is enough, and strongly oppose the
addition of the U.S. Naturalization Test or equivalent assessment as another high
school graduation requirement. Again, | appreciate having this opportunity to
testify towards S.B. No. 272 and | thank you for your public service to Ohio and
its citizens.

Respectfully,

Colton Morton

Ohio 7-12 Social Studies Educator
coltoncmorton@gmail.com

(740) 804-4134
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