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‭Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate‬
‭Education Committee:‬

‭Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on Sub Senate Bill 272. My name is Jennifer‬
‭Hickey and I have been a social studies teacher in Ohio for 15 years, the last 10 of which I have‬
‭spent in Licking County.  I am deeply committed to civic education, and that is why I am so concerned‬
‭about this bill.‬

‭Every day in my classroom we discuss democracy.  We talk about the freedoms we value and how‬
‭our Constitution ensures those freedoms. We discuss how people all over the world in the last 250‬
‭years have worked hard - and in some cases risked their safety - to receive these same freedoms.‬
‭But most of all we discuss that these benefits come with responsibility.  Civil engagement is more‬
‭than memorizing a set of facts about our nation’s history and system of government.  It is participating‬
‭in the process.  I believe requiring students to take the naturalization test to graduate undermines the‬
‭rich appreciation of our system students gain through other more meaningful uses of their time.‬

‭While I applaud the increased statewide commitment to social studies education, a low-level test‬
‭where the answers are easily found on the internet is not the way to produce better citizenship in our‬
‭young people.  In a world where information is at their fingertips, social studies education should‬
‭strive to help them make meaning of that information and engage with it - not just memorize it.  Every‬
‭social studies educator I know would agree with that statement.  The US naturalization test is around‬
‭an 8th grade level - keeping in mind that people seeking citizenship may have had limited‬
‭opportunities for formal education.  This is not necessarily a fault - but we should have higher‬
‭standards for students that have had the benefit of our public education system.‬

‭Let me be clear, I do not seek to remove accountability for social studies educators - I would welcome‬
‭an assessment that measures skills such as document analysis, supporting an argument with‬
‭evidence, and relating civic knowledge to democratic practice.  If Ohio’s goal is to strengthen our‬
‭democracy, we absolutely need to invest in social studies education.  But, policy should support‬
‭instruction that creates knowledge and understanding of a student’s role in our democracy - voting,‬
‭reaching out to elected representatives, and critical thinking.  It then follows that the assessment‬
‭should measure the same skills and knowledge.  The naturalization test promotes only memorization.‬

‭I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this bill.  Please consider other ways to support‬
‭social studies education in Ohio.  Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.‬

‭Jennifer Hickey‬


