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Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Kelley Stocker, and I have been a 
Government teacher in Westerville City Schools for 12 years. I am also a parent with serious 
concerns about my son’s future civics education. I teach all levels of government, including 
English Language Learner (ELL), on-level, AP Government and Politics, and College Credit 
Plus (CCP) Government. I want to clarify that I am not representing my school district today; 
rather, I am here representing my own experiences and concerns as a classroom teacher and a 
parent. I am here today to voice my strong opposition to Senate Bill 272. 

Teaching all levels of government gives me a unique window into the minds of Ohio’s youth. On 
any given day, I walk from a classroom of students newly navigating the English language, to an 
AP or college-level seminar. Across all of these levels, I see students who are deeply 
passionate about real-world issues, capable of complex critical thinking, and eager to make a 
difference. It would be a profound mistake to reduce their diverse knowledge, capability, and 
talent down to a single, rote-memory test. Our students deserve graduation requirements and 
standards that honor their time and talents, and actually motivate them to be civically engaged 
citizens.Instead, Senate Bill 272 takes us backward by proposing a federal naturalization-style 
citizenship test as a high-school graduation requirement. 

 
My concerns center heavily on the proposal to add a federal naturalization-style citizenship test 
as a high-school graduation requirement. First, this test is entirely unrooted in Ohio's learning 
standards. In my classroom, everything I do is intentionally tied to state standards and 
graduation requirements. What is required is what gets class attention and time. Mandating a 
test based on rote memorization sends a dangerous message that we should center trivial recall 
over deep, meaningful learning. Second, I already use the civics portion of the citizenship exam 
as a fun, low-stakes introductory activity at the beginning of the year to spark discussion about 
what it means to be a citizen. My concern is not whether my students can pass it. My concern is 
that this body could find it appropriate to elevate a fun classroom icebreaker into a high-stakes 
graduation requirement. We must have higher standards for Ohio's students when we are 
talking about something as critical as earning a high school diploma. 
Finally, this mandate forces additional logistical burdens on schools that are already drowning in 
administrative bureaucracy, without offering any educational return on investment. 
I want to be clear: I am in favor of rigorous, high-quality accountability for social studies 
education. But accountability should be meaningful, valuable, data-driven, and rooted in 
standards, not a haphazard attempt to prove civics knowledge through unproven shortcuts. 
 
As professional educators, we ask that you respect our expertise and our time. I urge this 
committee to, reject the naturalization test graduation requirement outlined in SB 272, maintain 
rigorous, aligned, and standards-based accountability metrics for social studies, and go back to 



the drawing board and collaborate with classroom teachers and the professional organizations 
that represent them to improve assessment in a way that truly encourages civics education and 
lifelong civic engagement. 
 
Thank you for your time and your service to Ohio's students. I am happy to answer any 
questions the committee may have. 
 
With Apprecication, 
 
Kelley Stocker  
Westerville teacher and parent 
 


