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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill 
311. 

My name is Bryce Johnson, and I serve as the President of Performance Academies, which 
operates brick and mortar public community schools throughout the State of Ohio serving 
4000 students and families in 8 cities.  

Performance Academies is one of the longest Ohio based operators of community schools 
in the state, opening our first school in 2001, which is still serving the Middletown, Ohio 
community today. We are also a leading operator of High-Quality community schools with 
100% of the schools we have managed for more than one-year (12 of 12) having earned the 
designation by the State of Ohio as a High-Quality Community School. 

Performance Academies supports the provisions of Senate Bill 311 related to unused 
school facilities. While Ohio already has unused school facilities laws in place, we support 
strengthening access for charter public school students to a safe and welcoming school 
facility designed for education. Throughout the state and particularly in many of the 
communities we serve there are public school buildings that are unused, operating at 60% 
capacity, or even completely empty, and school districts are making decisions to sell or 
lease these buildings while not first offering them to a community school. School districts 
throughout the state treat the current law as optional, while denying access to public 
charter schools serving Ohio students.  

Performance Academies has experienced these challenges firsthand. We have attempted 
to make offers to lease districts’ newly vacated facilities at market rates and received 
absolutely zero response or engagement even after repeated written inquiry in one of the 
cities and we serve. We have toured buildings for which repair/restoration costs make 
acquisition or leasing unfeasible due to district actions, which left the facilities empty and 
unmaintained in other parts of the state.  

The inclusion of the unused facilities provisions I Senate Bill 311 would strengthen the 
current law by ensuring these public facilities, which have been paid for by taxpayers for 
Ohio’s public-school students are offered for continued use to support student education. 
Senate Bill 311 provides greater clarity and transparency regarding when facilities should 
be made available for educational reuse. By strengthening these provisions, the General 
Assembly can help ensure that public assets continue serving public-school students and 
that families have access to additional high-quality educational opportunities. 



For Performance Academies, legislation such as Senate Bill 311 could help create 
pathways for future expansion, including our current efforts to grow opportunities to attend 
a High-Quality High School, which Performance Academies has recently opened and 
expanded into for the communities we serve.   

Most importantly, this legislation places students first. Whether a child attends a 
traditional district school, a community school, a STEM school, or another public 
educational option, that child deserves access to safe, high-quality learning environments. 
Senate Bill 311 helps make that possible. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I would be happy to answer any questions. 


