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Chair Chavez, Vice-Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and Committee
members. My name is David Proafio, and | am a partner representing clients on
energy and utility matters at the law firm of Baker & Hostetler, where | have
practiced law for over 20 years. My testimony today is on behalf of my client,
Ohio Energy Leadership Council, as a proponent of Senate Bill 2.

OELC is a non-profit trade association made up of energy-intensive
manufacturing, industrial, institutional, educational, and retail businesses that are
leaders in Ohio's energy markets. Collectively, our members spend billions on
energy each year and consume over 4 billion kwWh of electricity—equivalent to the
usage of 400,000 residential homes.

First, | would like to thank the members of this committee for moving the
interruptible programs and transmission pilot initiatives from the Electric Security
Plan (ESP) statute to the rate-making statute. This change will allow Ohio utilities
to continue offering these vital programs to large energy customers.

As | have previously testified, these programs play a crucial role in maintaining
grid reliability during periods of extreme demand. Participating companies can be
interrupted at any time for as long as necessary in exchange for monthly
interruptible credits. This immediate reduction in load can help ensure that up to 1
million residential customers keep their lights on and their homes heated.
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Additionally, this language preserves utilities' ability to propose transmission and
economic development programs that also enhance grid stability, which is essential
for retaining and expanding businesses in Ohio.

Finally, these programs contribute to keeping energy rates low by reducing
transmission costs for all consumers through decreased peak demand on the overall
system. As a result, both large and small business and residential customers across
the state enjoy lower transmission costs. It is critical to emphasize the importance
of these interruptible and transmission pilot programs for grid stability and
economic development in Ohio. They enable our state to compete effectively with
others, both domestically and internationally, in attracting new businesses and
supporting existing ones.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for allowing me the opportunity to testify on this
important update to Ohio’s energy statute. | am happy to answer any questions
that committee members may have on this bill.

D.F.P.
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