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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and committee members,

I am pleased to present testimony in support of Senate Bill 298, which aims to expand the use of
virtual net metering in Ohio.

Senate Bill 298 is an improved version of Senate Bill 275 introduced in the 135th General
Assembly. Senate Bill 298 provides new options for customers to meet their power needs and
better manage costs. By allowing virtual net metering for commercial customers, this bill opens
market-based opportunities for businesses to generate their own electricity, thereby addressing
the growing demand for power. This innovative approach not only helps Ohio companies
manage rising energy costs but also strengthens grid reliability and encourages private
investment in new power generation.

Senate Bill 298 is a great step toward achieving our state's energy goals. Virtual net metering

enables energy users, including manufacturers, schools, hospitals, to receive credit for energy
generated at off-site locations connected to the local distribution grid. These projects are often
located on brownfields, landfills, and abandoned mine lands, allowing for the development of
new energy resources and delivering additional power to grids where it is needed.

This legislation will promote economic growth in Ohio by fostering energy development and
collaboration between energy producers and utilities. Importantly, we have included provisions
in Senate Bill 298 to balance interests and prevent cost shifting for non-participating ratepayers.

Senate Bill 298 will help Ohio move toward a cleaner, more resilient, and affordable energy
future for all residents, while continuing to support economic growth and industrial investment in
our state while ensuring that families do not shoulder unnecessary costs. Initiatives like this bill,
which focus on distributed energy and net metering, can help flatten peak demand, reduce long-
term infrastructure costs, and enhance grid resiliency.

In conclusion, I urge the committee to support this important legislation. Together, Chairman
Chavez and committee members, we can ensure that Ohio remains a leader in the energy sector. I
look forward to collaborating with this committee.



Thank you for your time, attention, and consideration. I am happy to answer any questions you
may have at this time.



