
February 17, 2026  
 
Senator Brian Chavez, Chairman  
Senate Energy Committee  
Ohio State Senate   
1 Capitol Square, Columbus, OH 43215  
 
RE: House Bill 170  
 
Chairman Chavez and Members of the Committee: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 170. POET is the largest biofuel 
producer in the world with a production capacity of 3 billion gallons annually from 35 bioprocessing 
facilities throughout the Midwest, including facilities in Marion, Fostoria, and Leipsic. In Ohio, POET helps 
to fuel the state’s economy by grinding over 100 million bushels of corn equating to nearly $500 million of 
corn purchased to produce over 300 million gallons of bioethanol. With a suite of bioproducts that 
includes high-quality animal feed, corn oil, purified alcohol, and biogenic CO2, POET nurtures an 
unceasing commitment to innovation and advances solutions to develop markets and create value for 
farm families.  
 
POET stands in support of House Bill 170 which aims to establish processes to regulate carbon capture 
and storage (CCS) technologies and the geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide for long-term storage.  
 
Carbon capture and storage is a proven way to reduce carbon-intensity of the 300 million gallons of 
ethanol produced here, allowing Ohio corn to access new markets both foreign and domestic. With nearly 
40% of the total U.S. corn production fueling the ethanol industry, it’s critical the bioethanol industry 
remains competitive.  
 
Leveraging carbon capture to decarbonize bioethanol fuels provides new market opportunities and adds 
value to every bushel of corn and every acre of land. The transportation marketplace is demanding lower-
carbon biofuels. POET must adapt and evolve to maintain our competitive position in the new low-carbon 
economy — capturing CO2 will help us do that. Low-carbon fuel standards are becoming more common 
in large export markets such as Canada, the EU, Japan, and several U.S. states. Emerging markets, 
such as sustainable aviation fuel, also require biofuel feedstocks to have low carbon scores.  
 
POET is committed to investing in solutions — like carbon storage — that lower the carbon score of 
biofuels. Capturing value from CO2 will yield new jobs, local investment, and sustain economic growth. 
Most importantly, capturing CO2 will ultimately increase corn value for Ohio farmers.  
 
House Bill 170 will provide regulatory certainty, encourage innovation and investment, and create more 
value for Ohio agriculture. We encourage the committee to support this critical legislation.  
 
Thank you again for your time and consideration of our testimony. I would be happy to answer any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Caitlin Smith  
Community Relations 
POET LLC 


