Hocking Hills Energy and Well Services, i.LC

OIL & GAS PRODUCTION & TRANSMISSION

Ohio Senate Energy Committee
Proponent Testimony House Bill 170
Douglas Kitchen / Hocking Hills Energy and Well Service LLC
February 17,2026

Chairman Chavez, Vice Chairman Landis, Ranking Member Smith and members of the Senate
Energy Committee.

Good morning ,

My name is Doug Kitchen, and | am with Hocking Hills Energy and Well Service in Logan, Ohio.
Hocking Hills Energy (HHE) is a small oil and gas producer operating over 90 wells, including 4
active Class 2 brine water injection wells for disposal. We also have experience drilling and
operating other Class 2 injection wells in Ohio.

Currently, HHE is exploring the possibility of converting 3-5 of our existing deep gas wells into
CO2 injection wells. However, we are finding it difficult to obtain the necessary information and
clarity on regulatory matters at the federal level to move forward with our decisions.

Our primary goal for Ohio operators like Hocking Hills is to establish a seamless and
coordinated regulatory system. This system should protect existing oil and gas interests while
also accommodating carbon storage wells, ideally managing projects involving both under a
single regulatory agency.

We believe it would be most effective for all Ohio well operators to work with one agency, the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), for all well permitting and oversight within the
state. This would prevent potential conflicts that could arise from having some projects
regulated federally and others at the state level.Hocking Hills Energy has worked with the UIC
section of ODNR. We have the utmost confidence that the UIC office can regulate and guide
Ohio well operators in a seamless fashion.

Hocking Hills Energy has previously contributed data to aid in the development of Carbon
Capture and Storage (CCS) understanding within Ohio. We are eager to see all wells and the

associated opportunities developed under a unified permitting and operational framework.

Thank you for your time.
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