
Dear senators and fellow residents of the great state of Ohio.  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this pending legislation. 
 
Senate Bill 136 makes no scientific sense as a solution to disposing of waste CO2. 
Please protect us from the self-serving industries who have no concern for the long term safety 
and health of the citizens of Ohio.  
VOTE NO! 
 
Long-term CO2 storage is inherently risky & unpredictable. Bills in the Ohio legislature will only 
make this practice riskier. 
 

●​ The science of injecting pressurized CO2 deep underground for long-term storage is still 
poorly understood. Stored CO2, and the underground deposits where it would be 
injected, is dynamic and unpredictable. The potential for migration, well ruptures, or 
catastrophic project failure requires a careful, measured approach. We should be 
decreasing the risk, not inviting it in. 

●​ The estimated 159,000 abandoned oil and gas wells across Ohio could provide 
pathways for stored CO2 to leach into water supplies or escape into the atmosphere.  

●​ Ohio regulators aren’t ready to safely manage CO2 storage. The state has struggled to 
manage existing injection wells. CO2 injection wells are even more complex — and 
riskier than current wells. Very few developers and regulators have any experience with 
these kinds of projects. 

 
🚨 Senate Bill 136 would allow CO2 storage developers to shed long-term project liability, 
leaving Ohioans on the hook for the cost — and potential challenges — of long-term 
maintenance 
 

●​ Long-term carbon storage is unpredictable and requires constant surveillance. The 
companies that construct and operate these storage projects are best-suited to address 
any issues that arise. 

●​ Telling developers that they’re not responsible for future problems incentivizes them to 
do sloppy work. If companies are responsible for the long-term issues that may arise 
from their projects, they will be more likely to do careful  work in the short term. 

●​ If the state allows companies to shed their liability, Ohioans may pay for these projects 
twice — first by allowing private developers to bank federal tax credits for injecting CO2 
and then passing off the long-term responsibility to the state after injections stop. 

 
🏡 Senate Bill 136 would allow CO2 storage companies to appropriate property from 
landowners and dump CO2 under homes and communities without their approval. 
 

●​ Senate Bill 136 allows for “statutory consolidation,” meaning private companies can 
appropriate private property from landowners to store CO2 under their homes or land 
without their permission. 

https://ohiorivervalleyinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AOG-Four-Pager-1-1.pdf


●​ Private developers only need to secure support from parties representing 70% of the 
project acreage — this could be a few as one landowner — to steamroll over the other 
landowners whose properties are targeted for CO2 storage. This process disadvantages 
small landowners in particular since decisions are based on acreage, not the number of 
landowners involved. 

 
🏭 Senate Bill 136 protects polluters and removes community choice. 
 

●​ Senate Bill 136 protects fossil fuel interests by allowing mineral rights owners to object to 
CO2 storage projects, establishing safeguards for current or future fossil fuel extraction, 
and requiring buffers between these projects and oil and gas interests. 

●​ However, the bill does not provide similar protections for landowners, local communities, 
environmental justice areas, or sensitive places, such as schools, churches, or parks. 

●​ Worse, Senate Bill 136 encroaches on communities’ right to choose by actually 
preventing local governments from restricting or conditioning CO2 storage projects, 
instead allocating all of this authority to the state. 

●​ In other words, local governments in Ohio can object to solar projects in their 
communities but they can’t take steps to protect residents from risky CO2 storage 
projects. 

 


