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Chairman Chavez, Vice-Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the Senate Energy
and Public Utilities Committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit our proponent testimony for
Senate Bill 298. Chambers for Innovation and Clean Energy (CICE) is a nationwide network of over
1,300 chambers of commerce and economic development organizations, including many in Ohio.
CICE works to advance the economic benefits of the clean energy sector. We believe that
innovative solutions, like SB298, allow businesses to make their own decisions for success and
drive down the cost of energy.

SB298 provides an opportunity to solve two problems faced in Ohio today. There are at least 4,000
distressed properties - brownfields, abandoned mines, landfill sites, and others across the state.
Virtual net metering projects can redevelop these distressed properties into something economically
productive. These sites often sit dormant, many of which are a blight on the community, and
produce no economic activity for many years. Using these properties to provide smaller scale
energy projects that power Ohio business is a win-win-win. It returns blighted property to a useful
state, produces reliable Ohio-grown energy for businesses, and provides tax revenue for local and
state governments.

Ohio is facing unprecedented energy growth as demand sharply increases, and new energy
generation capacity is not keeping pace. Virtual net metering systems will allow businesses in Ohio
to meet their own energy demand while breathing new economic life into distressed sites. These
systems can reduce load growth on the system and give direct financial benefit to businesses. With
long interconnection queues and other obstacles for utility scale projects, virtual net metering offers
a market-driven path to quickly add capacity to the system.

Ohio’s economic growth depends on the ability to meet the energy demands caused by that growth
in an affordable manner. Creative and affordable solutions like the one proposed by SB298 will help
maximize Ohio’s growth.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on SB298. Please contact me (email)
to further discuss the benefits virtual net metering can provide to the Ohio business community.

Respectfully submitted,
Logan O’Neill, IOM, OhioCED
loneill@chambersforinnovation.com



