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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and distinguished members of 
the Senate Energy Committee, thank you for the opportunity to be here today to provide 
testimony in support of Senate Bill 298 on behalf of the Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council 
(SOPEC). 
 
My name is Stephen Harris and I am the Director of Government Relations for SOPEC. SOPEC 
was formed in 2014 as a regional council of governments under Chapter 167 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. Established by the City of Athens, the Village of Amesville, and Athens County 
as an alternative to the private broker model for energy aggregation, today SOPEC provides 
many other public energy services to 52 member communities, political subdivisions, and 
nonprofits across the state of Ohio. For any members of the Committee not already familiar with 
community choice aggregation, it is a local government tool that allows communities to bundle 
residents and small businesses together in order to aggregate their purchasing power to 
negotiate electric supply rates. While the local utility continues to deliver electricity and maintain 
infrastructure, the community selects a competitive supplier for generation. We work closely with 
our communities to provide competitive electric rates and help achieve their energy and 
sustainability goals, whatever those may be. 
 
Just since 2021, SOPEC’s electric aggregation programs have generated over $40 million in 
total combined savings for participating members all while utilizing 100% renewable energy by 
default. The success of our programs shows that communities do not have to choose between 
sustainability and savings for their residents. However, as energy markets have shifted and 
demand has outpaced supply, we are now hearing consistent concerns lately from community 
leaders about the rising cost of energy. They are frequently looking to us and other leaders like 
yourselves to find ways to bring down those costs both fairly and equitably. This brings me to SB 
298. 
 
SB 298 is an innovative approach to addressing our need for more energy generation and gives 
consumers a new option to lower their electric bills. Under the bill, local governments, 
manufacturers, schools, universities, hospitals, and many other types of businesses can receive 
credits on their electric bills for power generated from off-site resources connected within the 
same utility service territory. This voluntary, market-driven approach to addressing demand 
would also not pick winners or losers. Instead, customers would have the ability to choose 
which type of energy generation makes the most sense to them or the specific type of property 
available to them. Since these projects can be located on abandoned coal mines or brownfields, 
this bill has the added benefit of encouraging the redevelopment of those properties, making 
them productive again. 
 

 
 



 

While, of course, we believe there are additional ways we could be advancing the goal of 
increased energy generation, SB 298 is an easy win-win proposition and I would encourage 
your support. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity. I am happy to answer any questions the committee may 
have. 
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