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May 11, 2026 

WRITTEN TESTIMONY OF EQT CORPORATION 
OHIO HOUSE BILL 170  
 
Chair Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and Members of the Committee: 

EQT Corporation respectfully submits this testimony in support of House Bill 170. 

EQT is a premier, vertically integrated American natural gas company with production and 
midstream operations focused in the Appalachian Basin. EQT owns or leases approximately 
150,000 net acres in eastern Ohio and is actively developing the Utica Shale in Belmont County. 
We have made significant long-term investments in natural gas development and infrastructure 
that support jobs, generate tax revenue, and provide reliable, affordable energy. 

EQT views Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) as a natural extension of our core 
business. We are pursuing opportunities for both dedicated geologic storage of carbon dioxide 
(CO₂) and the use of CO₂ for enhanced recovery of hydrocarbons from depleted fields. Both 
approaches support continued demand for and production of natural gas and oil in Ohio. 

House Bill 170 establishes a clear and necessary framework for carbon capture and storage (CCS) 
in Ohio. Projects of this scale require regulatory certainty, defined property rights, and a 
predictable permitting process. Without that clarity, long-term investment will not occur. This 
legislation positions Ohio to compete with other states already advancing in this space. 

Just as importantly, the bill ensures consistent, statewide authority over carbon sequestration, 
avoiding a patchwork of local regulations and providing the certainty needed for long-term 
infrastructure investment. 

The need for this framework is reinforced by rapidly growing energy demand in Ohio. According to 
testimony and filings submitted by AEP Ohio in proceedings before the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio, data center developers have requested electric service representing more 
than 30 gigawatts of potential load across dozens of proposed sites in the state. Natural gas will 
play a vital role in meeting this demand, representing an estimated $3.5 billion in annual 
economic value tied to supplying power for these large users. At the same time, many of these 
companies, including major technology firms, require carbon management solutions, making 
CCS a necessary complement to continued natural gas development. 

EQT strongly supports the bill’s recognition that oil, natural gas, and coal resources remain 
dominant uses of the subsurface. The legislation requires CCS projects to be designed to avoid 
interference with existing and future development, ensuring that valuable resources are not 
sterilized by competing uses. 



  
 

 
 
 
 

The bill also includes a practical process for identifying and notifying mineral and subsurface 
interest owners. This safeguard promotes early coordination, helps resolve potential conflicts, 
and ensures projects are developed with full awareness of existing operations. 

House Bill 170 further includes strong long-term liability and stewardship provisions, establishing 
a clear pathway for the transfer of responsibility to the state after stringent closure and monitoring 
requirements are met. These obligations are backed by operator-funded financial assurance and a 
dedicated fund, ensuring long-term oversight without burdening taxpayers. 

The legislation also incorporates multiple operational safeguards, including rigorous permitting 
standards, ongoing monitoring and reporting, financial assurance requirements, and strict well 
integrity and closure standards. It also makes clear that project approval does not grant automatic 
surface access, preserving landowner rights. 

Beyond regulatory certainty, CCS represents a significant economic opportunity for Ohio. Based 
on an economic analysis commissioned by EQT in September 2025, planned CCS and associated 
infrastructure investments are estimated to support approximately 28,000 construction jobs and 
$2.0 billion in labor income, with total economic output exceeding $5 billion. Ongoing operations 
would continue to support hundreds of jobs and nearly $500 million in annual economic output. 
The same analysis estimates these activities could generate approximately $5.8 billion in state 
and local tax revenue during construction and $385 million annually during operations. 

House Bill 170 also positions Ohio to pursue Class VI primacy under the federal Underground 
Injection Control program. While Ohio does not currently have primacy, this framework is a 
necessary step toward achieving it and will allow state regulators, particularly the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources, to oversee these projects with greater efficiency and local 
expertise. 

We also recognize the work of the General Assembly and the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources in developing this legislation. The bill reflects input from a broad range of stakeholders 
and strikes a practical balance between enabling new investment and protecting existing 
industries. 

Finally, EQT commends the Committee for its innovative approach to community funding. The 
host community funding mechanism—dedicating a portion of project revenues to local 
infrastructure, public safety, education, and community needs—is a forward-looking provision not 
consistently found in other state CCS frameworks. This approach ensures that local communities 
directly benefit from development and supports long-term project stability. 

House Bill 170 provides a balanced framework that supports new investment while protecting 
Ohio’s existing energy economy and enabling future industrial growth. EQT supports this 
legislation and respectfully urges its passage. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EQT Corporation 


