
SB 194 -State’s Energy Siting Policy 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this issue. One serious concern I 

have is the inclusion of natural gas (i.e., methane) as clean energy. Scientists are in basic 

agreement that methane is 80 times as powerful as a greenhouse gas emission as carbon dioxide 

within 20 years.  Natural gas, therefore, is NOT clean energy. The only clean energy sources 

among those mentioned are wind, solar, and nuclear.  

The document provided also mentions “reliable” sources of energy. Wind and solar are as 

reliable sources of energy as natural gas when the rapidly developing technology of batteries is 

considered. Lithium-ion batteries can store energy from renewable sources for future use; the 

new technology of sodium batteries can soon be scaled up for similar application of energy 

storage at a lower cost than lithium.  

There is also reference to “foreign adversary nations” in the document. I am assuming 

that this refers to solar panels and similar technology for renewable-energy sources and to China 

as the so-called adversary nation. President Trump is embarking on a mission to China this week, 

so I think it is fair to say that China is not a foreign adversary nation and that the president would 

not visit a country with which we are in current conflict (the latter would apply to a country like 

Iran).  The president is likely to find common ground with China on the need for agentic 

artificial intelligence and to avoid labeling China as an adversary. Besides, there are already 

solar-panel manufacturing facilities in Ohio—First Solar and Illuminate USA. 

One might further question the reliability of natural gas as an energy source given the 

extremely long waiting period for natural-gas powered turbines; experts identify the wait times 

for natural-gas fired turbines as five to seven years.  I would strongly urge the Senate Energy 

Committee to declare that the siting board policy be expanded to “all-of-the-above” sources of 

energy and provide equal support for renewable-energy sources and natural gas sources. Given 

the rapidly growing need for energy from data centers and modern manufacturing in Ohio and 

the need to keep energy costs to personal consumers affordable, we need energy from ALL 

sources.  
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