
HB 170 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony on HB 170 to the Senate Energy 

Committee. I am opposed to the proposed legislation on carbon capture and sequestration (CCS). 

What I have learned in studying CCS is that this technology is a failure economically, 

environmentally and for reasons of human health. CO2 is colorless, odorless, is heavier than air, 

and does not burn. It can kill and injure people, as witnessed in Satartia MS when a serious leak 

of CO2 occurred. In a study by DiGiulio (2024) it was found that CO2 leakage can occur via 

pathways formed by abandoned/orphan oil & gas wells; such leakages can be devastating for 

human health, and there are an estimated 36,000 orphan wells in Ohio.  Furthermore, CO2 

pipelines and wells can run into Class II injection wells, of which there are many in eastern Ohio. 

Any moisture in CO2 can result in carbonic acid, which can corrode pipelines, leading to a 

release of CO2. As it stands now, the Pipeline Hazardous Materials Safety Administration has not 

approved updated regulations of CO2 

After billions of dollars have been expended, not one project of CCS has proven to be 

effective. More than 10 projects nationwide have been canceled including Kemper County in 

MS, the Indiana Gasification Project, Medicine Bow in WY. There have been no pipelines and no 

retrofitting of industry for CCS yet in Ohio. The number of jobs resulting from CCS projects has 

been exaggerated by advocates; a study by the Ohio River Valley Institute has shown that only 

four permanent employment positions are created by a CCS project. A GAO study has shown 

that it costs $40-290/ton to capture CO2—this cost is hardly worth all the risks associated with 

this process. 

Any environmental benefit of CCS is extremely minimal. All CCS projects worldwide 

capture only 0.17% of greenhouse gas emissions. The energy required for the capturing of CO2  

for storage and for cooling water outweigh any benefit of removing CO2. 

There is hope that CO2 will remain dissolved in brine, but this is not known for certain; 

only the mineralization of CO2 can be permanent storage option, and this process can take 

millions of years. 

This proposed legislation allows unitization such that if 70% of property owners agree to 

pore space concession in a given area, the remaining 30% can be forced to concede their 

property rights. This is an egregious intrusion into individual rights and an example of 

government over reach. 

Other states are raising alarms about CCS. Illinois has permanently banned CO2 storage. 

Legislators in Texas have expressed concerns about leaks and about property rights related to 

CCS, and Louisiana legislators have discussed a pause on CO2 capture.  
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