
Dear Chair Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the Senate 
Energy Committee, 
 
Thank you for considering my written testimony regarding SB 294, which would, if passed, 
declare gas and nuclear to be “clean” energy while labeling solar and wind as unreliable for 
energy siting purposes. 
 
If SB 294 is passed, the Ohio Power Siting Board would be even less likely to approve solar and 
wind projects than they are now. Further, if nuclear and gas are officially declared “clean,” they 
could be eligible for clean energy tax credits that should rightfully go to renewables. Ohio 
companies such as First Solar and Illuminate USA, leading solar panel manufacturers, would be 
harmed by the passage of this bill. 
 
SB 294 defines four concepts: “affordable”, “clean”, “reliable”, and “foreign adversary” and 
applies them to gas and nuclear. 
 
1) “Affordable” energy costs must be stable and predictable, and the cheapest forms of energy 
are now solar and wind. 
 
2) Neither fracked gas nor nuclear are “clean.”  
 
Nuclear power might be free of emissions, but managing and storing its radioactive waste is still 
dangerous. Although nuclear accidents are rare, they are devastating when they occur. Since the 
Chernobyl plant explosion in 1986, a 1,000-square-mile exclusion zone is STILL in effect and is 
uninhabitable because of radiation poisoning. Closer to home, people living near the Portsmouth 
Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Piketon, which processed uranium during the Cold War, still puts the 
health of residents at risk, causing a premature death rate in Pike County for people 74 years and 
younger to be 107% higher than the U.S. average. A former colleague of mine, who grew up and 
spent many years in Piketon before moving to Columbus, was one of many residents who died 
early of cancer. Local and regional media have reported for years about cancer clusters and early 
deaths from radiation exposure. Clearly, nuclear energy can hardly be called “clean” when 
exposure to its radioactive waste causes cancer and early death. 
 
Natural gas – or methane/fracked gas – is even dirtier and more dangerous than nuclear energy. 
Methane gas emissions, leaks, flares and venting from the production of natural gas over the past 
30 years has speeded up global warming. Fracking contaminates fresh drinking water; six gas 
and oil waste injection wells in Noble and Athens counties have already been closed for this 
reason. Years ago, natural gas was touted as a “cleaner” alternative to coal and oil, but it was 
intended to be used as a transition to renewable energy. The time has come to incentivize the use 
of renewables and reduce our dependence on fossil fuels.  
 
3) “Reliable” energy must be available at all times. Solar and wind energy CAN be made 
available at all times when paired with battery storage, but SB 294 does not recognize this 
capability. 
 
4) “Foreign adversaries” include countries such as North Korea, China, Russia, and Iran. If SB 



294 is passed, the Siting Board would be expected to minimize reliance on these nations and to 
prioritize energy creation in Ohio. While gas is fracked in Appalachian Ohio, Ohio is also a 
leading manufacturer of solar panels. More than 8,100 Ohioans are currently employed in the 
solar industry. Imagine how many jobs might be created if Ohio actively encouraged the 
development of renewables? 
 
While the rest of the world is embracing renewable energy such as wind and solar to help lessen 
the worst effects of climate warming and change, Ohio has been reluctant to move away from 
fossil fuels and toward renewables. 
 
When there are so many good reasons to boost renewables in our state, why would the legislature 
continue giving preference to energy sources that are more costly and endanger Ohioans and our 
environment?  
 
Please reject SB 294.  
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Deborah K Cooper 
 
Sources: 
* https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2026/03/13/two-bad-bills-would-speed-up-fracking-of-ohio-
parks-squash-renewable-energy/   
* https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2026/02/17/ohio-nuclear-energy-and-
natural-gas-clean-energy/88596911007/  
* https://seia.org/state-solar-policy/ohio-solar/  
 
 
 
 

https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2026/03/13/two-bad-bills-would-speed-up-fracking-of-ohio-parks-squash-renewable-energy/
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2026/03/13/two-bad-bills-would-speed-up-fracking-of-ohio-parks-squash-renewable-energy/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2026/02/17/ohio-nuclear-energy-and-natural-gas-clean-energy/88596911007/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2026/02/17/ohio-nuclear-energy-and-natural-gas-clean-energy/88596911007/
https://seia.org/state-solar-policy/ohio-solar/

