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My name is Dr. Randi Pokladnik and | live in Harrison County, where an out-of-
state company, Tenaska, has proposed to construct 10 Class VI Carbon Dioxide
Injection wells. On two occasions | sent members of this committee a packet
containing some peer-reviewed articles about the dangers involved in carbon
capture technology. No one on the committee reached out to me.

| have been researching CCS since 2019 when | first heard about it. Initially |
wanted to be optimistic about the process but after considerable research, some
of which is in these folders, | discovered that CCS is just another give-a-way for the
fossil fuel industry.

| wish this committee would do some research or consult actual scientists instead
of buying into the industries’ narrative that CCS will solve our climate problem or
bring economic development to the region. We have heard these false promises
of jobs, jobs, jobs, before. It is also rather ironic that many current members of
Ohio’s House and Senate do not believe in climate change. Recently, the US EPA
reversed the Endangerment Finding; the 2009 legislation classifying CO2 as being
dangerous to human health and the environment. The President has called
climate change a hoax. If you don’t believe CO2 is dangerous, why are we even
here discussing the capture of this gas? The answer; money in the form of 45Q tax
credits and millions of dollars from Department of Energy.

To date, there are no Class VI CO2 storage wells in operation in Ohio; no industries
or power plants retrofitted to capture CO2; and no pipelines to transport 1000 psi
CO2. My county, as well as Jefferson and Carroll Counties, will be subjected to an
unproven technology with a multitude of safety issues. These decisions, which
place us in harm’s way, should be guided by science; not optimistic promises by
industry PR representatives. Despite billions of dollars in public and private
investments, global deployment of CCS remains low. We have captured less than
0.1% of total annual anthropogenic CO2 emissions according to the International
Energy Agency.



Companies touting CCS are making assumptions based on models, short-term
pilot projects and simulations. There is no empirical evidence that CO2 will remain
stored over the time-scale required. The rock strata in our area is blanketed with
hundreds of orphan wells, old mines, fracking laterals and Class Il injection wells.
We risk migration, caprock failure, or leakage of CO2 through these abandoned
wells or other unknown faults. Some studies show that fracking and CCS are not
compatible in the same region, as fracking pulverizes the rock structure meant to
retain super critical CO2.

We should learn from accidents like the rupture of a CO2 pipeline in Satartia,
Mississippi where 45 people were exposed to dangerous concentrations of CO2
and hospitalized; many experiencing long-term health effects. Or the leak of a
storage well in Decatur, lllinois where farmers and citizens feared risks of
acidification of the Mahomet aquifer.

Unlike methane, CO2 has no added odorant. No one would be alerted to a leak
and our local volunteer fire departments lack both the training and equipment to
deal with such a leak. The CO2 pipeline regulations, promulgated by the Pipeline
Hazardous Materials and Safety Administration have not been reviewed since
1991, and the current administration tabled newly proposed rules via an executive
order. We would need CO2 pipelines to transport CO2, this means communities
across the entire state will be at risk, not just my county.

Research and peer-reviewed studies demonstrate that CCS does not work,
requires enormous subsidies, energy and water, puts communities at risk, does
not solve the climate crisis, and will not bring an economic boom to our counties.
Additionally, 86 percent of CO2 captured to date has been used by fossil fuel
companies to extract more fossil fuels. What a gift Ohio is offering to the fossil fuel
industry.

This bill, if passed, will force landowners to store dangerous CO2 gas under their
properties, jeopardizing the ability to insure or sell your house. This bill puts all
Ohioans at risk.



