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Opponent TesƟmony for S. B. No. 294 to Declare the state's energy siƟng policy 

The definiƟon within S.B. No. 294 states that the energy source must have, “a 
stable and predictable cost”. Given the current state of affairs in Iran, it is nearly 
impossible to predict the costs of fossil fuels. One could also argue that fossil fuel 
sources of energy do not provide a cost-effecƟve means of cooling and heaƟng as 
Ohioans watch their electricity bills escalate to ridiculous amounts. Unlike solar 
and wind, which do not rely on foreign relaƟonships, fossil fuels are at the whim 
of geopoliƟcal conflicts.  

One needs to consider the reliability and conƟnued advancements in baƩery 
storage. This includes Weirton, WV’s FORM ENERGY iron-air baƩeries for 100-hour 
back-up for industrial scale solar. Instead, Ohio rejects and impedes the 
development of renewable energy with restricƟve legislaƟon, such as this 
legislaƟon. Ohio could be a leader in renewable energy. We have First Solar, 
Illuminate USA, and Toledo Solar which manufacture millions of panels annually 
allowing Ohio to be declared the largest solar manufacturer in the Western 
Hemisphere. They provide jobs to local communiƟes and solar projects like 
Noƫngham Solar provide substanƟal economic benefits to the counƟes where 
they are located.  

 Unlike hydrocarbon fuel sources, solar and wind are actually “clean energy 
sources”. AŌer the iniƟal manufacturing process, there is no addiƟonal 
environmental costs to both solar and wind. A 2022 study by the Ohio 
Department of Health found all aspects of solar construcƟon were not harmful to 
human health and the environment.  Whereas, high pressure hydraulic fracturing 
conƟnually creates externaliƟes needing enormous amounts of water and toxic 
chemicals and producing radioacƟve wastes, air polluƟon and water polluƟon, and 
destroying landscapes with well pads and pipelines. AddiƟonally, even small-scale 
nuclear reactors require radioacƟve materials and produce radioacƟve wastes. 



Solar arrays can be constructed in less than a year unlike a nuclear facility or a gas 
-turbine power plant.  

Many of the components used to construct gas-turbine power plants are sourced 
outside the USA in places like Taiwan, Russia, Japan and Europe. There is currently 
a shortage of natural gas compressors which is delaying construcƟon of new gas-
powered plants. These shortages also affect grid reliability.   

This bill is basically a de facto ban on renewable energy (solar and wind) in the 
state. With liƩle to no knowledge on solar and wind, township trustees and 
commissioners can now ban renewable projects. But we cannot even protect our 
private property from fracking as the Ohio Department of Natural Resources uses 
uniƟzaƟon laws to take our land. The restricƟve definiƟons used in this bill are 
there for one reason; to hand over energy projects to fossil fuel interests. Studies 
show that renewable energy provides the cheapest source of electricity. This bill is 
not free enterprise.  
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