
To the honorable Brian Chavez, chair of the Energy Committee, the honorable Al Landis 

committee co-chair and ranking committee member Kent Smith and the honorable committee 

members of the Senate Energy Committee. My name is Randy Cunningham, I reside at 3623 

West Blvd, Cleveland, OH 44111 and I wish to testify against Substitute House Bill 170.  

 

The top reason I wish to oppose Sub. HB 170 is that carbon capture and storage is an unproven 

method of disposing of carbon dioxide, and past experiments in carbon capture and storage have 

endangered the public. Carbon Dioxide is poisonous, and exposure to enough of it – as it would 

be concentrated in a pipe line can be catastrophic. In one case in 2023 there was a CO2 pipeline 

explosion, that blanketed the town of Sartartia, Mississippi with a cloud of concentrated CO2 

that led to the evacuation of 200 people, and the hospitalization of 45 people according to an 

NPR report on 9-25-23 by Julia Simon “The US is expanding CO2 pipelines. One poisoned town 

wants you to know its story.” The cloud of CO2 hampered first responders because the cloud 

shut down emergency vehicles robbed of oxygen for their engines. Now many of the areas where 

the pipelines would go through are served by volunteer fire departments that are already 

challenged when they respond to fracking accidents. We are putting them in jeopardy with 

another Rube Goldberg energy boondoggle, when the only way to deal with CO2 is to promote 

renewable energy sources like solar and wind but in Ohio those sources of energy are practically 

illegal. So here we are. Gambling with the health and safety of Ohio residents because we as a 

state are committed to maintaining our position at the vanguard of past and obsolete forms of 

energy. We are a museum of the past, a past the rest of world is leaving behind.   

Thank you, Randy Cunningham   


