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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the committee, I’m 

pleased to offer support for HB 170 on behalf of the Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers Association 

(OCWGA). Our association represents the interests of more than 38,000 Ohio grain producers who 

depend on markets like animal agriculture and ethanol production as prominent markets for the grain they 

raise.  

Each year, our growers have the opportunity to market their corn to Ohio’s seven ethanol plants which 

have the capacity to produce more than 730 million gallons of fuel grade ethanol annually. Since the first 

Ohio ethanol plant opened in 2008, the market kick-started by this industry both in Ohio and nationally 

has contributed to the stability of local grain markets – adding more than $1.00 of value to each bushel 

grown by our members. Coupled with livestock and exports, ethanol production diversifies and 

strengthens our market opportunities and helps our members’ small businesses thrive.  

We applaud the general assembly’s work to establish primacy in regulating carbon capture and storage. 

As markets evolve, Ohio’s corn growers consistently seek opportunities to generate new demand and new 

value for the hundreds of millions of bushels they grow each year. Carbon capture and storage is an 

opportunity to further drive down the carbon intensity score of liquid fuels, providing a direct pathway for 

higher blends of low-carbon ethanol blended fuels to meet consumer needs here and abroad.  

Markets like California and the European Union continue to experiment with regulations that drive 

demand for low-carbon fuels. Cutting edge carbon capture and storage technologies provide an immediate 

opportunity to meet the demands of those markets while industries continue to innovate and build the next 

generation of low-carbon liquid fuels to scale. Further, they will place Ohio biofuel producers in a 

competitively advantageous position for emerging markets such as sustainable aviation fuel.  

We recognize there is no perfect solution to every policy consideration in an issue as complex as this. 

However, I ask you to keep the market opportunity facing our state’s grain farmers in mind as you 

continue your work on this legislation. In its current form, this legislation shows that compromise is 

possible in this work. We can balance protecting landowners while also our state’s unique geological 

advantages. When our biofuel producers gain expanded market opportunities, Ohio’s grain farmers gain 

increased demand, securing the future of our family-owned farming operations.  

Thank you, again, for this opportunity to testify in support of Substitute House Bill 170. I urge you to 

support this legislation.  


