
Testimony on Ohio Senate Bill 294

This bill has no rational basis. 

The argument that new electricity sources need to have a 50% or greater capacity factor is simply false.

Iowa currently generates 64% of its electricity from wind, a source that typically has about a 25% 
capacity factor. That lower capacity factor doesn't stop it from being the single largest source of 
electricity in that state. 

South Australia is rapidly moving to being 100% renewable energy. Renewables already supply most of
that state's power. 

The argument for this bill ignores the physical reality that solar produces the most power when it is 
needed the most. During peak times of high daytime usage for demands such as air conditioning solar 
power is producing its peak generation. It is ideally well suited to supply our power needs. 

Inflexible "baseline" generation such as nuclear, on the other hand, have to produce full power whether 
it is needed or not. 

The key to the modern grid is flexibility to meet shifting demand loads. Renewables, like wind and 
solar when coupled with storage systems such as batteries or heated particulate storage can provide 
that. "Baseline" power with high capacity factors cannot. 

So, this bill would weaken Ohio's grid. Increase costs for consumers, and is an affront to reality. 

This is the 40th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. One of the lessons from that disaster is 
that every lie owes a debt to the truth. Sooner or later that debt must be paid, often with disastrous 
results. 

This bill is a lie. Don't burden us with the debt. 
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