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Chairman Chavez, Vice-Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the 
Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee, thank you for the chance to submit 
opponent testimony on Sub. House Bill 170, which would give Ohio primacy over 
carbon capture and storage. 

I’m Mimi Plevin-Foust--a concerned Ohio home owner, parent and voter. I’m also a 
Board Member and Legislative Committee Chair for FaCT Ohio (Faith Communities 
Together for a Sustainable Future) and co-lead the Greater Cleveland Dayenu Circle, a 
citywide group of Jewish climate advocates and allies representing seven synagogues 
and one parish across NE Ohio.  

Your time is valuable so I’ll get right to the point: Please don’t be conned! Carbon 
Capture technology is a highly dangerous, cynical ploy by the oil industry to eke out 
the last drops of oil from defunct oil wells while scamming lawmakers and taxpayers 
at both the state and federal levels. In fact, it actually increases the amount of 
greenhouse gases released into the atmosphere.  

And the type of damage that escaped concentrated carbon can cause will make the 
disaster in E. Palestine look like a birthday party! 

Do you know that when concentrated carbon explodes or escapes from pipelines, it 
not only asphyxiates people and animals, but causes car and ambulance engines to die 
immediately? The already precarious, all-volunteer fire and emergency departments 
in rural areas could not possibly handle this type of extraordinary disaster. 

When an explosion from a carbon capture pipeline happened in Satartia, Mississippi 
just a few years ago, the people passed out and were found unconscious, almost dead 
& foaming at the mouth or walking in circles in a daze like literal zombies. 

45 people were hospitalized and are still suffering health problems years later. If it 
had happened at night, the whole town could have been killed.  

When people tried to drive away, their car engines died. Emergency vehicles died. 
And the company didn't even notify anyone that the explosion had happened which 
might have given people a bit more time to escape. (Please use the links below to 
learn for yourself.) 

Furthermore, a carbon capture pipeline explosion is far more likely to happen here 
because the area their pipelines will run through is already riddled like Swiss cheese 
with abandoned wells and injection wells full of toxic waste.  

 



Would you let an unscrupulous company force pipelines full of dangerous, explosive 
substances under the homes or neighborhoods of someone in your family? Sub. HB 170 
would let that happen.  

Please don’t be conned! Don’t recklessly endanger Ohio families with this deeply 
cynical, deeply greedy, worse than useless technology that will endanger us for 
hundreds of years to come. 

Thank you. 

Carbon Capture Disaster in Satartia: 

Denbury, the company that owns and manages the carbon capture project in MS is 
owned by Exxon Mobil. (https://mississippitoday.org/2025/02/14/co2-pipeline-
company-draws-2-4m-fine-for-menacing-federal-inspectors/) 

The carbon gas that exploded from the pipeline not only knocks people out or 
makes them unable to function, it also kills the engines of vehicles since it blocks 
oxygen from reaching them. That means emergency responders can’t drive to an 
emergency and people can’t drive away from it. 

https://pipelinefighters.org/news/under-pressure-new-film-exposes-dangers-of-co2-
pipelines-abuse-of-eminent-domain-to-seize-farmland-for-risky-carbon-capture-
boondoggle/ 

The reality of carbon capture: Mississippi CO2 Pipeline Explosion. Victims and 
Rescuers tell story. https://youtu.be/yGIXeWktiWU?si=Dl-RSwe3wdQmu6nh 

The U.S. is expanding CO2 pipelines. One poisoned town wants you to know its 
story: 

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-
pipeline 

https://climateinvestigations.org/co2-pipelines-and-carbon-capture-the-satartia-
mississippi-accident-investigation/ 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/gassing-satartia-mississippi-co2-
pipeline_n_60ddea9fe4b0ddef8b0ddc8f 

https://www.npr.org/2023/05/21/1172679786/carbon-capture-carbon-dioxide-
pipeline Reason for federal funding impetus from NPR story, “Fossil fuel companies 
such as ExxonMobil and Chevron and their congressional allies like Joe Manchin pushed 
for higher tax credits for carbon capture in last year's climate legislation.” 

Update from Feb. 14, 2025:  https://mississippitoday.org/2025/02/14/co2-pipeline-
company-draws-2-4m-fine-for-menacing-federal-inspectors/ 

https://www.ecowatch.com/co2-pipeline-explosion-mississippi-2654814127.html See 
links at the bottom of article to the reporting on Satartia disaster. 
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