
OHIO SENATE
Committee on Energy Minutes

May 12, 2026
136th General Assembly

The Senate Committee on Energy was called to order pursuant to the meeting notice at 
approximately 10:03 am in the Finance Hearing Room of the Statehouse.

Attendance was taken. A quorum was present. 

The minutes of the April 14th, 2026, committee meeting were approved. 

Chair Chavez called up Senate Bill 294 (Lang, Romanchuk) for its fourth hearing. 

The following testimony was provided:

Nolan Rutschilling, Ohio Environmental Council Action Fund - Opponent
Joesph DeMare, Wood County Ohio Green Party - Opponent
Janine L Migden-Ostrander, Self - Opponent 
Randi Pokladnik, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Cathy Cowan Becker, Save Ohio Parks - Opponent (Written Only)
George J Banziger, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Deborah Cooper, Self - Opponent (Written Only)

This concluded the fourth hearing of Senate Bill 294.

Chair Chavez called up Substitute House Bill 170 (Robb Blasdel, Peterson) for its third hearing.

Vice Chair Landis moved to adopt Substitute Bill 0345-10. The motion was agreed to without 
objection.

The following testimony was provided:
Christina H. Polesovsky, American Petroleum Institute Ohio - Proponent
Rob Brundrett, Ohio Oil and Gas Association - Proponent
Ali Kairys, Tenaska - Proponent
Caitlin Smith, POET - Proponent
Matt Carmichael, Vault 44.01 - Proponent
Janine L Migden-Ostrander, Self - Opponent
Joel Pokladnik, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Randi Pokladnik, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
John Bane, EQT Corporation - Proponent (Written Only)
Chris Bliley, Growth Energy - Proponent (Written Only)
Lucas Crumley, Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers Association - Proponent (Written Only)
Cathy Cowan Becker, Save Ohio Parks - Opponent (Written Only)
George J Banziger, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Deborah Cooper, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Randy Cunningham, Self - Opponent (Written Only)
Mimi Plevin-Foust, Self - Opponent (Written Only)



This concluded the third hearing of Substitute House Bill 170

With no further business to come before the Committee, Chairman Chavez adjourned the 
Committee at approximately 11:10 a.m.

Brian M. Chavez, Chair


