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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members
of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on Senate Concurrent Resolution 20, which urges Congress to enact
meaningful reforms to the federal permitting process for energy infrastructure
projects. |

Ohio’s economy depends on affordable, reliable, and secure energy. From
manufacturing and agriculture to small businesses and growing technology
sectors, access to dependable energy infrastructure is critical to maintaining
our state’s competitiveness and supporting continued economic growth.

Unfortunately, the current federal permitting and environmental review
system has become excessively burdensome and inefficient. Major
infrastructure projects, including pipelines, transmission lines, generation
facilities, and critical mineral development—often face years of delays due to
overlapping regulations, duplicative reviews, and prolonged litigation. These
delays increase costs for consumers and businesses, discourage investment,
and threaten the reliability of our nation’s energy grid.




This resolution recognizes that environmental stewardship and infrastructure
development are not mutually exclusive goals. The United States already
produces energy under some of the highest environmental and labor
standards in the world. When domestic projects are unnecessarily delayed or
blocked, we often become more reliant on foreign nations that do not share
those same standards or interests.

At the same time, electricity demand is expected to rise significantly in the
coming years. Ohio and the nation will need expanded transmission capacity,
modernized infrastructure, and a diverse portfolio of energy resources to meet
growing demand while maintaining reliability and affordability.

Importantly, Ohio has already demonstrated that permitting reform can be
accomplished responsibly and effectively. Through the work done in H.B. 15,
Ohio took meaningful steps to modernize and improve the state’s energy
siting and permitting processes through reforms to the Ohio Power Siting
Board. Those reforms showed that government can maintain strong standards
while also creating a more efficient and predictable process for critical
infrastructure projects.

If Ohio can take meaningful action to improve permitting and infrastructure
development at the state level, Congress should be able to do the same at the
federal level.

This resolution urges Congress to pursue reforms that streamline permitting
timelines, improve coordination among federal agencies, increase
accountability in the review process, and reduce unnecessary barriers to
infrastructure development. Importantly, these reforms should preserve
legitimate environmental protections while ensuring projects are reviewed
efficiently and fairly.

The resolution also emphasizes the importance of allowing the development
of a broad range of energy resources and technologies necessary to support a
modern and resilient energy system.



Ultimately, this is about ensuring the United States—and Ohio in particular—
can continue to build the infrastructure necessary to support economic
growth, job creation, national security, and energy reliability.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide testimony on this resolution. |
would be happy to answer any questions from the committee.



