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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chairman Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the Senate Energy
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of Senate
Concurrent Resolution 20.

My name is Claire Linkhart, and | am an Associate Director with the American Petroleum Institute (API)
in Ohio, a division of the API. The APl is the national trade association representing all segments of America’s
natural gas and oil industry, supporting nearly 11 million American jobs across all 50 states.! The API has
developed more than 800 standards and recommended practices that enhance operational safety and
environmental protection in the United States and around the world.

Senate Concurrent Resolution 20 (S.C.R. 20) respectfully urges Congress to enact needed reforms to
federal permitting and environmental review processes to accelerate the responsible development of
modern energy infrastructure. As the resolution recognizes, a reliable, affordable, and diverse domestic
energy supply is essential to the economic strength, national security, and long-term competitiveness of
both the United States and the State of Ohio. APl Ohio commends Senator Wilkin for bringing this critical
issue before the General Assembly.

A Broken System That Demands Reform

The current federal permitting framework has grown increasingly complex, duplicative, and time-
consuming. Processes originally designed to ensure thoughtful environmental stewardship now too often
result in prolonged delays that hinder the timely construction of critical infrastructure while failing to
produce commensurate environmental benefits. Environmental impact statements under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) alone average more than four and a half years to complete.?
Infrastructure projects of all kinds—pipelines, power plants, transmission lines, even roads and bridges—
face a gauntlet of federal approvals under a maze of outdated laws and regulations. Opponents of energy
infrastructure buildout routinely weaponize statutes like NEPA and the Clean Water Act (CWA) to stall
development at every stage.® Construction on the Mountain Valley Pipeline, for example, began in 2018,
but after nearly six years of lawsuits and delays, it took an act of Congress to finish—and the cost to build
the 300-mile pipeline almost tripled as a result.* Other major pipeline projects, like the Constitution
Pipeline, were canceled entirely after years of litigation.”

1 PwC for API, "Impacts of the Oil and Natural Gas Industry on the US Economy in 2021," available at: https://www.api.org/-
/media/Files/Policy/American-Energy/PwC/2023/API-PWC-Economic-Impact-Report2023.pdf.

2 Council on Environmental Quality, "Environmental Impact Statement Timelines (2010-2018)," 2020 (finding the average EIS completion time
across all federal agencies was 4.5 years). See also K&L Gates, "More Federal Agencies Streamline NEPA Procedures to Expedite Review and
Permitting," Aug. 5, 2025.

3 API, Permitting Reform Now, "Set Deadlines, Enforce Them," available at PermittingReformNow.org. See also Testimony of Dustin Meyer, SVP
of Policy, Economics, and Regulatory Affairs, API, Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works, Jan. 28, 2026.

4 Construction Dive, "Mountain Valley Pipeline delayed; cost rises to $7.2B," Oct. 24, 2023 (noting original 2014 estimate of $3.5 billion);
Cardinal News, "Mountain Valley Pipeline cost up to $7.85 billion," Apr. 30, 2024. See also API, Permitting Reform Now, "Stop Lawsuits, Start
Building," available at PermittingReformNow.org.

5 API, Permitting Reform Now, "Set Deadlines, Enforce Them," available at PermittingReformNow.org.
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The Stakes for Ohio

For Ohio, these reforms are particularly urgent. America’s electricity demand is projected to increase 35 to
50 percent by 2040, driven in large part by new Al data centers.® In the PIM Interconnection, which
includes Ohio, data centers account for approximately 94 percent of projected peak load growth through
2030, further straining a system that is slow to bring new power sources online.” According to the Ohio
Business Roundtable, Ohio’s regional energy needs could surge 50 percent in just nine years with the
buildout of new data centers.? Meanwhile, more than 2,000 gigawatts of energy production and storage—
more than the entire current American electricity capacity—are stuck in interconnection queues awaiting
approval.® Energy-rich Ohio, sitting atop the Utica and Marcellus shale formations and already the largest
oil producer east of the Mississippi River, has the natural resources and skilled workforce to help meet
this demand—but only if permitting barriers are removed.'°

Commonsense Reforms That Protect the Environment

Comprehensive permitting reform is API’s top legislative priority, and the changes outlined in S.C.R. 20
are generally consistent with our Permitting Reform Now framework.!! That framework has three main
parts. First, Congress should set firm deadlines and make sure agencies follow clear, consistent timelines.
Agencies should also request the necessary information within the first 30 days to avoid delays from late
requests. Second, Congress should limit unnecessary lawsuits that slow projects down. This includes
setting a 150-day deadline for filing legal challenges and requiring courts to correct flawed permits instead

of automatically canceling them. Third, Congress should focus on environmental reviews and expedite
decision-making. These reforms would not weaken environmental protections or change existing
standards. They would make the permitting process more focused, predictable, and accountable.

Conclusion

Without comprehensive permitting reform, Ohioans could face energy shortages and rising costs—not
because of a lack of resources, but because Washington cannot fix a broken system. S.C.R. 20 sends a
strong and timely message to Congress that Ohio supports bold, durable reform. We respectfully urge the
Committee to adopt this resolution

6 "Let's Get Back to Building in America," RealClearEnergy, Jan. 8, 2026, available at:
https://www.realclearenergy.org/articles/2026/01/08/lets_get_back_to_building_in_america_1157088.html.

7PJM Interconnection, 2025 Long-Term Load Forecast. See also DatacenterDynamics, "PJM reports peak load growth of 30GW through 2030 from
data center sector," Aug. 12, 2025 (reporting 30 GW of the projected 32 GW peak load growth from data centers); Modo Energy, "PJM's answer
to large load: Curtailment as a market lever," 2025 (noting data centers drive 94% of growth).

8 Ohio Business Roundtable, Energy Competitiveness Report, Feb. 2025. See also Crain's Cleveland Business, "Ohio faces steep energy needs to
support data centers, says report," Feb. 6, 2025; Cleveland.com, "Watt's the limit? Ohio needs new ways to meet Al energy demands," Feb. 2025.
9 Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, "Queued Up: Characteristics of Power Plants Seeking Transmission Interconnection," updated May 2026
(data through end of 2025 showing over 2,060 GW actively seeking grid connection—exceeding the approximately 1,250 GW of installed U.S.
capacity).

10U.S. Energy Information Administration, Ohio State Energy Profile, available at: https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=OH. See also Ohio Legislative
Service Commission, "Oil and Gas Production in Ohio," Oct. 2024 (confirming Ohio as the largest oil producer east of the Mississippi River in 2023,
with natural gas production approximately 13 times higher than 2013 levels).

11 Testimony of Dustin Meyer, SVP of Policy, Economics, and Regulatory Affairs, API, Before the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and

Public Works, Jan. 28, 2026. See also API, Permitting Reform Now, available at PermittingReformNow.org.

88 East Broad Street, Suite 1320 Columbus, Ohio 43215 USA ‘ 614-221-5439 api.org



