OHIO CONSERVATIVE

ENERGY FORUM

Senate Concurrent Resolution 20
Proponent Testimony of Shayna Fritz
Ohio Conservative Energy Forum

Chairman Chavez, Vice-Chairman Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the Senate
Energy Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on
Senate Concurrent Resolution 20, a resolution urging Congress to enact meaningful reforms to
federal permitting policies in order to accelerate the deployment of new energy infrastructure.

Ohio has made remarkable progress on the energy front. Last year, this General Assembly passed
House Bill 15 with near-unanimous, bipartisan support. This landmark bill will expand
generation, modernize our grid, and attract energy investment to our state. As we work to
implement that legislation, the truth is Ohio can only do so much on its own. Some of the most
significant barriers to energy infrastructure are not in Columbus. They are in Washington.

The federal permitting process is broken. The average environmental impact statement under the
National Environmental Policy Act now takes four and a half years to complete. More than two
thousand gigawatts of energy production and storage, which amounts to more than the entire
current American electricity capacity, are sitting in interconnection queues, waiting. The average
time to interconnect new energy resources has nearly doubled, from roughly two years to nearly
four. These are not abstract statistics. These delays mean higher costs for Ohio consumers and
businesses, reduced reliability, and a grid that simply cannot keep pace with growing demand.

It is also worth noting the fundamental contradiction embedded in the current system. Energy
produced in the United States is held to a far higher—even burdensome—environmental
standard than energy produced in the countries from which we import. When excessive
permitting delays prevent domestic energy production, we are not protecting the environment,
we are simply outsourcing the environmental impact somewhere else. All while becoming more
dependent on foreign nations that do not share our values and contributing to higher energy
prices for consumers.

SCR 20 asks Congress to act with urgency to streamline overlapping regulatory requirements,
establish real accountability and timelines for federal agencies, limit the inappropriate use of
litigation to block nationally important projects, and build out the transmission infrastructure our
modern grid requires. These are reforms that benefit all Ohioans, regardless of which energy
resources they support.

As someone who has watched Ohio work hard to position itself as an energy leader, it is exciting
to see the General Assembly send a clear message to our Congressional delegation. The work we
have done here in Ohio deserves a federal partner willing to remove the unnecessary obstacles
that stand between good projects and the communities they are meant to serve.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. [ would be happy to answer any
questions and can be reached at sfritz@ohcef.org.



