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Chair Chavez, Vice Chair Cirino, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the committee, thank 

you for the opportunity to submit written proponent testimony on Senate Concurrent Resolution 

20. My name is Hannah Kubbins, and I serve as Legislative Director for Americans for 

Prosperity–Ohio. 

We support SCR 20 because it recognizes a simple but urgent reality: it takes far too long to 

build the energy infrastructure our country, and our state, needs. 

Federal permitting delays are not a minor inconvenience—they are a structural barrier to 

economic growth, energy reliability, and affordability.  

Across the country, projects critical to powering our economy are routinely delayed for years—

or canceled altogether—not because they fail environmental standards, but because they cannot 

navigate a complex and fragmented federal permitting system. ¹ 

Energy demand is rising rapidly due to electrification, advanced manufacturing, and new 

technologies like AI-driven data centers. At the same time, the infrastructure needed to meet that 

demand is stuck in a permitting process that is unpredictable, duplicative, and increasingly 

litigious. ² 

When projects are delayed or canceled, the result is fewer jobs, less investment, and higher costs 

for families and businesses. 

In fact, analysis of major energy projects across several states, including right here in Ohio, 

shows that permitting delays have resulted in tens of thousands of lost jobs and billions of dollars 

in lost economic opportunity. ² 

And those costs don’t just disappear—they are ultimately passed on to consumers through higher 

energy bills. 

That is why permitting reform is so critical. Reform is about making the system work as 

intended—not eliminating environmental protections or safety considerations, but ensuring they 

are applied efficiently, predictably, and transparently. 



Today, the process is a bureaucratic maze spread across multiple agencies, each with its own 

timelines and requirements. This fragmentation creates unnecessary delays, drives up costs, and 

discourages investment in American energy. ¹ 

SCR 20 rightly calls on Congress to address these challenges by streamlining reviews, improving 

coordination, and setting clearer expectations for project timelines. 

Done correctly, these reforms can deliver meaningful benefits: 

• Lower energy costs, by reducing regulatory delays that increase production and 

infrastructure expenses. 

• Greater energy reliability, by allowing the timely construction of generation and 

transmission projects needed to meet growing demand. 

• Stronger economic growth and job creation, as infrastructure projects move forward and 

support local economies. 

• And greater energy security, by reducing reliance on foreign sources and strengthening 

domestic production. 

Importantly, reform also restores accountability, ensuring that permitting laws are used to 

evaluate projects, not to indefinitely delay them through duplicative review or misuse of legal 

processes. 

Ohio has already seen the impacts of permitting delays firsthand. Projects that could have 

delivered affordable energy and economic opportunity have been slowed or lost entirely due to 

regulatory barriers. ² 

At a time when energy demand is rising and affordability remains a top concern for Ohio 

families; we cannot afford to maintain the status quo. 

SCR 20 sends a clear message: Ohio stands behind common-sense reforms that allow us to build 

the infrastructure needed to power our future reliably, affordably, and responsibly. 

This resolution is an important step toward ensuring that federal policy supports, rather than 

hinders, American energy development. 

On behalf of Americans for Prosperity–Ohio, we urge your support for Senate Concurrent 

Resolution 20. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I would be happy to answer any questions. 
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