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INTRODUCTION

Chair Chavez and distinguished members of the Committee, thank you for the
opportunity to share our support for SCR 20, a resolution urging the U.S. Congress to
move forward with one of the most consequential — and least contested — reforms on
the table at the federal level: the modernization of America's broken federal permitting
system.

Energy permitting reform is necessary to greenlight more energy projects, move it
where it needs to go, lower energy prices, and deliver on the affordability promise
leaders on both sides of the aisle have made to their constituents.

Energy permitting reform has strong bipartisan support. However, the issue has not yet
been prioritized to the level necessary to get a package to the President’s desk. As you
well know, your colleagues at the federal level value and respect your input and
perspective, and passing this resolution provides the support they need to move forward
with energy permitting reform legislation.

SCR 20 represents a state-level perspective, the level of government closest to the
projects, the communities, and the real-world consequences of federal permitting
dysfunction. Ohio will not be the first state to move forward with this type of resolution.
Since 2024, 18 states have passed resolutions and issued letters urging Congress to
reform federal energy permitting, including: Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Idaho,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia.

These states span every region of the country, different political configurations, and
every economic profile — from energy-producing states to coastal manufacturing
centers to rural agricultural communities. Their agreement on the need for federal
energy permitting reform is not partisan. It is responsive to the practical reality that if we
don’t remove unnecessary bureaucracy and red tape hurdles to permitting important
energy projects, and enable a modernized electricity grid, the consequences could be
dire.

This testimony presents the case for action — grounded in the specific concerns those
18 states have documented: the economic cost of delay, the threat to energy security,



the erosion of American competitiveness, and the urgent need for Congress to act
before further damage is done. We ask that Ohio join them.

Onhio will not be the first, but it may well be the most impactful. For as goes Ohio, so
goes the nation.

THE SCALE OF THE PROBLEM

Federal permitting and environmental review processes have grown so cumbersome
that they routinely prevent the construction of essential infrastructure without delivering
any additional environmental benefit. The numbers tell the story:

e The average time to process an Environmental Impact Statement under the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for major infrastructure projects has
risen to 4.5 years, and that clock does not start until a project clears
pre-application stages.

e More than 2,000 gigawatts of energy generation and storage, exceeding the
entire current American electricity capacity, are stuck in electricity interconnection
queues, in large part due to insufficient transmission capacity.

e The average time to interconnect new energy resources has nearly doubled,
from approximately two years to almost four years.

e Critical mineral mines in the United States take nearly ten years to permit,
compared to two to three years in Canada and Australia — peer democracies
with equivalent environmental standards.

e After nearly two decades of flat electricity demand, projections now call for
dramatic increases in U.S. electricity consumption in the next few years, requiring
more than a doubling of domestic transmission grid capacity.

o According to the American Petroleum Institute, Ohio’s electricity demand
is surging, driven primarily by a massive boom in hyperscale and Al data
centers. Commercial usage has recently surpassed both residential and
industrial demand, accounting for about 35% of all power sales in the
state, which has tightened grid capacity.

These are not projections of future failure. They describe the system as it operates
today — in states that are ready to build, with projects that are ready to go —held
hostage by a federal process that isn’t accountable to outcomes. Congress must act
with urgency in the coming months.

WHAT IS BROKEN AND WHY IT MATTERS

e Overlapping and Unaccountable Federal Review
Excessively complex federal permitting requirements have built up around America's
environmental laws — including NEPA, the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Clean Water Act (CWA), and dozens of
other federal requirements — to the point where procedural compliance has at times


https://www.api.org/energy-insights/charts-analysis/ohio-nat-gas
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2026/05/17/electric-bills-rising-ohio-data-centers/90049070007/

displaced substantive environmental protection as the actual function of the system.
The process has become the obstacle.

Overlapping requirements lack the flexibility to allow for efforts that reflect the spirit and
intent of environmental laws: protecting human health and the environment. Instead,
they enforce procedural compliance with outdated regulations that provide no additional
benefit while imposing enormous costs on states, project developers, and ultimately,
consumers.

A solution is to eliminate redundancy, enable concurrency in agency review, and hold
agencies accountable to timelines that match the urgency of the infrastructure
challenges before us.

e Judicial System Abuse and Regulatory Weaponization
Both linear infrastructure (pipelines and transmission lines) and energy generation
projects face extraordinary and indefensible delays due to the inappropriate blocking of
critical projects by interests that seek to hold those projects hostage, and the excessive
use of our court system to hamstring projects of clear national importance.
Reform must limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately,
such as through shortening the statute of limitations, and close the litigation loopholes
that allow projects to be delayed indefinitely by procedural challenges unrelated to their
actual environmental impact.

e The Cost of Inaction Falls on Everyone
Failure to reform federal permitting laws is already resulting in fewer jobs, reduced
security, and higher prices for Ohioans and all Americans. A report from the National
Association of Manufacturers found that permitting delays cost manufacturers at least
$7.9 billion every year. Failing to act in the coming months will result in even greater
limitations on energy infrastructure, costing more jobs while raising costs for consumers
and businesses and leaving communities vulnerable to unreliability, blackouts, and the
severe economic harms that follow.
Major delays caused by inefficient permitting, overregulation, and overlitigation
dramatically increase project costs, making investments less viable or forcing
consumers, businesses, and taxpayers to absorb the difference.

THE ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPERATIVE

The United States stands at an infrastructure crossroads. After nearly two decades of
flat electricity demand, consumption is now projected to increase dramatically. Artificial
intelligence data centers, domestic manufacturing expansion, and electrification across
sectors will require enormous additions to generating capacity and transmission
infrastructure. Meeting that demand with domestic, reliable, and affordable energy is a
top priority for Ohio and the nation.


https://nam.org/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2026/03/NAM-America-on-Hold-Report-vF.pdf

A modern, reliable, and resilient energy system requires the domestic build-out of the
full array of energy technologies and an electricity grid infrastructure that can support
demand. An abundant and diversified domestic energy system enhances American
national security and economic competitiveness. The federal permitting system should
advance that goal — not systematically obstruct it.

CONCLUSION: OHIO SHOULD PASS SCR 20 AND JOIN 18 OTHER STATES
URGING CONGRESS TO ACT NOW ON ENERGY PERMITTING REFORM

Eighteen state legislatures, representing millions of Americans across every region of
the country, have sent a unified and bipartisan message to Congress: the federal
permitting system is broken, and it is time to fix it.

The communities those states represent are not waiting for permission to express their
need for new infrastructure. They need transmission lines that move affordable power
from generation to load. They need pipelines that deliver energy without decade-long
delays. They need mines and processing facilities that reduce dependence on China for
the minerals that power the modern economy. And they need modern energy
infrastructure that too often exists only on paper because the permitting system has
made it financially untenable before a single shovel breaks ground.

In an increasingly stagnant federal landscape, this kind of unified, geographically
diverse, bipartisan state mandate for action is rare. The states have acted. The need is
documented. The cost of delay is real and measurable. Congress must act — not in the
next session, not in the next Congress — but now, when the mandate is clear and the
urgency is undeniable. We ask that Ohio join the states in urging federal action to meet
the energy needs of today, protect our national security, and support your federal
counterparts in demanding an energy permitting deal get to the President’s desk this
year.

We urge swift passage of SCR 20.

Thank you for your consideration and leadership.
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