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The Honorable Brian Chavez
Ohio Senate Energy Committee
1 Capitol Square

Columbus, OH 43215

RE: Senate Concurrent Resolution 20 (Urge Congress to accelerate deployment of new energy
infrastructure)

Chair Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and Members of the Senate Energy
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony in support of Senate
Concurrent Resolution 20 on behalf of the Ohio Business Roundtable (OBRT) and our more than
125 member companies, which together employ over half a million Ohioans and generate more
than $3.1 trillion in annual revenue. OBRT strongly supports this resolution and the urgent message
it sends to Congress.

Energy competitiveness has been among the OBRT’s highest policy priorities for the past two years.
As you know, the 2025 Energy Competitiveness Study informed five of the six energy reforms
ultimately enacted through House Bill 15, and earlier this year we released a second edition of that
study focused on natural gas and nuclear policy. Through this work, a consistent theme has

emerged across nearly every conversation with our members: Ohio cannot meet the rapidly
accelerating electricity demand from advanced manufacturing, data centers, and the reshoring of
critical industries unless we can build the energy infrastructure required to power it. The state is
doing serious work to remove its own barriers—but the federal permitting system remains a binding
constraint on the timely deployment of generation, pipelines, and transmission alike.

Real-world examples make this clear. The Mountain Valley Pipeline ultimately required an act of
Congress to finish, after nearly six years of litigation drove its construction costs to nearly triple the
original estimate." The Constitution Pipeline, which would have delivered American natural gas to
Northeast markets, was canceled outright in 2020 following an eight-year battle, despite both FERC
and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit determining that state-regulatory reviews had
been unnecessarily delayed.? These outcomes are not anomalies—they reflect a system in which
the process itself has become the obstacle, and in which the costs of delay fall on consumers,
workers, and the broader economy without any corresponding environmental benefit.

S.C.R. 20 confronts this reality head-on. The resolution calls for reforms that "enable faster and
lower-cost construction of modern energy infrastructure of all kinds, without prejudice, including by
considering steps to limit excessive use of judicial processes to slow projects inappropriately.” That
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is exactly the lesson of the Mountain Valley and Constitution experiences. Together with
enforceable timelines, focused reviews tied to direct project impacts, and reforms to the misuse of
Clean Water Act Section 401, this resolution conveys a message Congress and Ohio’s
Congressional Delegation need to hear with urgency.

At the same time, the Ohio General Assembly need not wait for Congress to act. Our Energy
Competitiveness Study: Natural Gas & Nuclear Edition identifies eminent domain reform as one of

the most consequential steps Ohio can take on its own to accelerate energy infrastructure
construction. Ohio's current process is out of step with roughly 45 other states that allow a
"deposit-and-build" approach—under which a utility can deposit estimated compensation with the
court and begin construction following a need determination from a regulatory agency while
valuation disputes continue. Aligning Ohio with the national standard would meaningfully shorten
timelines for the energy infrastructure critical to meeting growing demand, without compromising
the property rights of affected landowners. We respectfully encourage this Committee and the
broader General Assembly to pair the federal message of S.C.R. 20 with comparable action here at
home.

For these reasons, the Ohio Business Roundtable strongly supports Senate Concurrent Resolution
20 and commends Senator Wilkin for his leadership in raising this critical issue.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Alexandra Denney
Vice President of Government Relations & Communications
Ohio Business Roundtable
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