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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis and member of the Senate Energy Committee.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to bring Senate Bill 231 to your attention. Senate Bill 231 would create a 
community energy program and a pilot program. 
 
As this committee is aware, Ohio needs more energy generation.  But Ohio also needs to let the 
market dictate what type of generation enters the market. Senate Bill 231 would get more small-
scale distributed generation online which would help lower peak demand. Senate Bill 231 
removes the legal barriers so that new generation, with no tax incentives, can compete for the 
utility power needs of Ohio consumers. I really think it is as simple as that. 
 
That being said, let me provide additional details about what SB 231 would achieve if enacted. 
The Community Energy Pilot Program would allow for up to 1,500 Mega Watts of small-scale 
energy projects throughout Ohio. It would be generation agnostic. Eligible installations include 
solar, wind, biomass, landfill gas, hydroelectric, microturbines, energy storage, and fuel cells.    
These energy projects could occur, for example of commercial rooftops but it would place an 
emphasis for new energy development to occur on distressed and brownfield sites. This would 
create two benefits: First, it brings construction jobs into distressed areas and, second, it reuses 
contaminated sites which will restore the local tax base and removes blighted properties. 
 
Senate Bill 231 would allow some consumers to benefit from energy generation improvements 
who would not normally be able to achieve those cost savings benefits including renters, condo 
owners, and families who cannot install generation on their own properties.  These individuals 
would be able to subscribe to these local projects and receive monthly credits on their electric 
utility bills. 
 
Senate Bill 231 prevents cost shifting to non-participating customers It requires that the potential 
operators of community energy development hold a public hearing in the community where the 
facility will be located. Following the hearing, SB 231 would allow township trustees to prohibit 
construction or limit the boundaries of the facility. It also provides clear guidelines for the 
decommissioning of a community energy facility. In addition, the bill requires that the PUCO 
report back to the General Assembly, 48 months after the Pilot Project rules are adopted to 
ensure that there will be an analysis of the program to better ensure the value of potential 
expansion.  It does so with virtually no additional fiscal impact to the State of Ohio. 
Companion legislation has already passed the Ohio House with strong bipartisan support. 



Mr. Chairman, Senate Bill 231, if enacted, has the ability to lower bills for everyone and it would 
allow a larger number of energy consumers to benefit from new small scale energy generation. In 
addition, it is good for communities by removing blight by reusing otherwise damaged 
properties.  It prevents cost shifting to non-participating consumers and it achieves all of this 
with virtually no fiscal impact on the state. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to address the Committee and would welcome any questions. 
 
 


