
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Senate Energy Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding proposed legislation on data 
centers in Ohio. 

I am a resident of Ohio and am writing because I am concerned about the rapid expansion of 
large data centers and the impact they may have on our communities, public lands, energy 
system, and water resources. 

Data centers can bring economic benefits, but Ohio should not rush approvals before 
establishing clear rules that protect residents and ensure that these developments provide 
meaningful public benefits. The scale of electricity and water demand associated with new data 
centers is unprecedented, and decisions being made today will affect Ohio communities for 
decades. 

I respectfully urge the legislature to: 

●​ Pause approval of additional large data center projects until comprehensive standards 
for energy use, water consumption, environmental impacts, and community benefits are 
established. 

●​ Require meaningful local consultation and public input before approving data centers or 
dedicated power plants that serve them. 

●​ Increase transparency and prohibit the use of non-disclosure agreements that prevent 
communities from understanding the impacts of proposed projects. 

●​ Ensure that data centers are responsible for meeting or offsetting their energy demand 
through renewable energy and storage resources rather than increasing reliance on 
fossil fuel development and associated impacts on Ohio's public lands. 

●​ Review and reconsider tax incentives for data centers to ensure that Ohio taxpayers 
receive a fair return on public investments. 

I am particularly concerned that growing energy demand from data centers could accelerate 
pressure for additional natural gas development and infrastructure, including impacts on Ohio's 
parks, public lands, and nearby communities. Ohioans deserve a transparent process that 
balances economic development with environmental stewardship and local control. 

Data centers should work for Ohioans, not the other way around. Before committing substantial 
public resources and infrastructure to support these facilities, Ohio should establish policies that 
protect communities, safeguard natural resources, and ensure that the benefits of development 
are broadly shared. Thank you for your consideration of my testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Arbogast​
Powell, Ohio 


