
To the honorable co-chairs Senators Brian Chavez and Vice Chair Landis, and ranking member 

Smith of the Senate Energy Committee.  My name is Randy Cunningham, I live in Cleveland, 

Ohio and I want to share with you my opinions regarding the issue of data centers and the 

accompanying issue of AI in Ohio. 

 One line of wisdom that has comes down to us from English literature is the warning 

“Marry in haste, repent at your leisure.” The same could be said of legislation. The legislature of 

the State of Ohio is rushing to pass data center legislation. There is a specter haunting Capitol 

Square. The specter of an initiative to ban the hyperdata centers. As is typical with this body, 

nothing terrifies legislators more than an outbreak of democracy.  

 You are rushing to pass legislation because the Lords of Silicon Valley demand it. 

Because all over this country local governments that have bowed down to those Lords have 

faced enraged communities who are not interested in what the Sam Altmans and Elon Musks of 

the world are selling. You are even seeing local councils and politicians losing their offices for 

the obedience they have shown the AI and data center industry.  

 Anything this controversial deserves the time and deliberation that legislative bodies are 

designed for. But the Lord’s of Silicon Valley know that time is money and are in a competitive 

feeding frenzy to win out in the competition to own as much of their Brave New World as they 

can. They are richer than all the past lords, kings, and tycoons that have ever lived since the 

dawn of civilization, but they live in a world where nothing is ever enough. So, they have 

deployed a corporate version of shock and awe against the people of the United States and Ohio. 

And the legislature of the State of Ohio is preparing to unconditionally surrender to their lust for 

power and wealth. That can be a dangerous mistake for a legislator. 

 Remember House Bill 6. Remember Larry Householder. May you profit from their 

examples and take heed of the hazards of hubris and haste.  

 

Randy Cunningham 


