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SENTATE ENERGY COMMITTEE
Written-Only Testimony on Sub. H.B. 646, June 9, 2026

Chair Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith and members of the Senate Energy
Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding the role data centers play in our
industry and Ohio's economy.

Our organizations—Ohio Contractors Association, Associated General Contractors of Ohio,
Mechanical Contractors Association of Ohio, regional National Electrical Contractors Associations,
Construction Employers Association, Affiliated Construction Trades of Ohio, Ohio Laborers’ District
Council, International Union of Operating Engineers - Local 18, Ohio State Building and
Construction Trades Council, and the Indiana-Kentucky-Ohio Regional Council of Carpenters—
represent over 1,500 commercial contractors and hundreds of thousands of skilled tradespeople.

Our members build the infrastructure that powers Ohio's economy. Increasingly, that includes the
advanced facilities that support cloud computing, artificial intelligence, financial services,
healthcare, education, manufacturing, logistics, and countless other sectors that depend on
secure and reliable digital infrastructure.

As the Committee addresses legislation related to their governance, we urge you to recognize a
fundamental reality: data centers are among the most significant sources of construction
investment, workforce opportunity, and economic development in Ohio today.

Data Centers Create Thousands of High-Paying Construction Jobs

Data center development is first and foremost a major construction and infrastructure undertaking.
These projects require highly skilled electricians, plumbers, pipefitters, operating engineers,
ironworkers, laborers, carpenters, concrete specialists, telecommunications technicians, and
many other construction professionals.

According to industry data, more than 10,000 professionals are currently building and maintaining
data centers in Ohio. Data center construction jobs are among the highest-paying positions in the
construction industry, often with wages and benefits averaging over $100,000 annually.

Unlike many construction projects that are completed within months, large-scale data center
campuses often involve phased development over multiple years. This creates sustained
employment opportunities, workforce stability, and long-term career pathways for Ohio's skilled
trades.



The impact extends far beyond workers on the jobsite. Data center construction generates demand
for local suppliers, equipment dealers, trucking companies, engineering firms, architects,
manufacturers, and numerous small businesses throughout the supply chain.

Construction Benefits Continue Long After Facilities Open

While the construction phase delivers an immediate economic boost, the benefits do not end when
a facility becomes operational.

Data centers require ongoing maintenance, equipment replacement, system upgrades, electrical
work, cooling system improvements, security enhancements, and future expansions. This creates
long-term operations, maintenance, and support positions for skilled tradespeople.

Recurring maintenance contracts, facility upgrades, and continued campus expansion projects
provide stable work for local contractors and skilled tradespeople, benefiting our local
communities.

Data Centers Strengthen Infrastructure and Local Communities

Data center projects frequently include substantial private investment in electrical infrastructure,
telecommunications networks, water systems, transportation improvements, and other
community assets.

Industry data shows that data center owners often fund major infrastructure upgrades needed to
support their projects, helping modernize local systems, improve reliability, and expand capacity.
These investments can benefit residents, businesses, schools, and future economic development
opportunities.

Ohio Must Remain Competitive

Ohio has emerged as a leading destination for data center investment, but competition for these
projectsis intense. Access to skilled labor, regulatory certainty, and a strong business climate are
among the key factors companies consider when deciding where to invest.

Data centers are critical infrastructure for the modern economy. They create thousands of high-
paying construction jobs, support long-term operations and maintenance employment, generate
significant economic activity, strengthen local tax bases, and drive private investmentin
community infrastructure.

As lawmakers consider policies related to data centers, we respectfully urge you to promote
responsible development while preserving Ohio's competitiveness. Policies should support growth,
investment, and job creation—not limit Ohio's ability to attract and build these transformative
projects.

The Ohio construction industry stands ready to work with policymakers, local communities,
utilities, and project developers to ensure data center projects continue delivering economic
opportunity and long-term benefits across the state.



