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Chairman Chavez, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking Member Smith, and esteemed
members of the Ohio Senate Energy Committee, thank you for the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 646, originally drafted to establish a Data
Center Study Commission.

This legislation stems from concerns in Ohio’s 88th House District, particularly in
Sandusky County, where I was invited to attend a meeting of concerned citizens
and listen to their appeals regarding the rapid proliferation of data centers across
Ohio.

While their concerns were local, they were not localized. Citizens throughout the
state of Ohio shared similar unease in regard to data centers.

On the other hand, proponents of data centers were ready to offer up contrasting
arguments and offer some solutions. The most obvious path forward seemed to me
to be a public forum that would allow all interested parties to voice their views and
be heard by their elected officials.

Representative Deeter asked to join me in this effort, and we proposed a
framework for a Data Center Study Commission in House Bill 646, with the
understanding that the committee process would refine and improve upon our
initial offering.

We are grateful to Chairman Claggett and the Ohio House Technology and
Innovation Committee for acting promptly, improving, and passing House Bill
646. On March 18 it passed unanimously in the House with forty-six cosponsors
demonstrating to the citizens of Ohio that their representatives are listening to
them.
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Chair Chavez and Senator Reinke, I want to thank you for your leadership in
taking this up immediately by meeting with me and other key leaders from the
House. The consensus from that meeting was that we could expedite the process by
transforming the commission into a bicameral select committee that would perform
the same function only more efficiently. Indeed, you have expedited that process
and are ready to act.

House Bill 646 began as a downpayment on our duty to act on behalf of our
constituents and now we are ready to offer the first installment on that process as
House Bill 646 becomes the vehicle for action through a substitute bill to be
adopted this week.

I cannot speak to the content to be added as I have not seen it yet and [ am
confident that there will be a thorough explanation when adopted. As every
legislator knows, once you submit a bill it becomes the property of the committees
that hear the bill. However, I trust the process and the members of the Select
Committee on Data Centers to act in the best interests of the people of Ohio.

Undoubtedly, the substitute bill will be welcomed by some while critics may
quickly note what they see missing. So, allow me to repeat that the creation of the
committee was the downpayment and the substitute bill will be the first installment
on our commitment to the people but not the last. This is a key part of the process
not the final product.

We are here today because of the voice of the people, and we want to continue to

hear your voices. Continue to share your views and express your concerns. Let us
know what you believe the next steps should be. We work for you and we want to
hear from you.

Thank you Chairman Chavez, I am ready to entertain any questions you and the
committee may have.

Respectfully Submitted,
State Representative Gary Click
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