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Am. Sub. H.B. 96 Senate Finance Committee – May 29, 2025 

Chair Cirino, Vice Chair Chavez, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the Senate Finance 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak with you today. My name is Chris Amorose Groomes, 
and I serve as Mayor of Dublin, Ohio—a dynamic, growing city at the heart of one of the Midwest’s 
fastest-emerging economic regions. 

In Dublin, we understand that infrastructure is about more than just movement—it’s about momentum. 
That’s why I’m here to express strong support for a strategic investment in Ohio’s future: restoring and 
expanding passenger rail service through the development of the Midwest Connect Corridor. 

This is more than a transportation initiative—it is a powerful economic development opportunity. The 
Federal Railroad Administration has already designated four high-potential corridors in Ohio. These 
routes will better connect rural communities, improve access to jobs, support tourism, and strengthen 
regional mobility—all by leveraging existing infrastructure in a cost-effective, forward-looking manner. 

Dublin is not only supportive of this effort—we are actively preparing for it. Our city recently completed a 
17-month feasibility and land use study to assess a proposed multi-modal passenger rail station in West 
Dublin, on city-owned land near Houchard Road and State Route 161. 

As Chair of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), I have also helped lead a regional 
coalition of public- and private-sector partners who are united in our vision: securing federal investment 
and ensuring Central Ohio is ready to compete and thrive. 

On behalf of the City of Dublin and MORPC, I respectfully urge your support for a $750,000 
appropriation in the state operating budget to fund a Service Development Plan for the Midwest Connect 
Corridor—linking Chicago, Fort Wayne, Lima, Columbus, and Pittsburgh. 

This one-time planning investment will unlock significant federal matching funds and pave the way for 
future private-sector investment—without committing Ohio to long-term operations or obligations. 

Let me be clear: this is not a blank check. It is a strategic first step—an opportunity to gather data, 
assess feasibility, and make informed, evidence-based decisions. It will help answer key questions such 
as: 

 



 Where should stations be located to maximize regional benefit? 
 What kind of economic returns can Ohio expect? 
 How can this infrastructure be tailored to best serve our communities and businesses? 

This opportunity is fundamentally different from past efforts for four key reasons: 

1. No Long-Term Obligation 

This planning step offers maximum flexibility. It opens doors to federal dollars and potential private 
partnerships—without locking Ohio into future commitments. 

2. Broad Private Sector Support 

Ohio’s business community understands the economic value of reliable, modern transportation. 
Organizations like the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, the Columbus Partnership, and local chambers 
across the state support this effort as a tool for workforce mobility and economic growth. 

3. Statewide and Regional Buy-In 

This is not just about the 3Cs. Cities like Lima, Springfield, Marysville, Delaware, and Dublin—along with 
others across Central Ohio—have already committed more than $300,000 in local matching funds. 
Communities of all sizes are stepping up and preparing for the future. 

4. Proven Economic Return 

A recent study projects that a single route could generate up to $47 million annually in GDP and support 
over 1,200 new jobs. Nationally, every $1 invested in passenger rail returns $4 in economic benefits. 

We are not interested in repeating the missteps seen in states like California. Instead, we are focused on 
what works—projects that are efficient, business-driven, and built for long-term success. That’s why a 
group of Ohio thought leaders has been traveling to states like Texas and Florida—places where modern 
passenger rail is being implemented effectively. We’ve met with civic and business leaders, along with 
industry innovators such as Brightline and Herzog, to study real-world examples of successful public-
private partnerships that are delivering measurable value and results.  

With a $750,000 planning investment over the next two years, Ohio can take a bold yet measured step 
toward realizing a smarter, more connected future. This is pragmatic, bipartisan leadership— with a 
history of support from leaders across the spectrum, including  then-Senator  and now Vice President 
J.D. Vance and Congresswoman Joyce Beatty. 

Chair Cirino and members of the committee, thank you again for your time and thoughtful consideration. 
I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

 
 









May 12, 2025 

President Rob McColley 
The Ohio Senate 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Dear President McColley, 

As the mayors and city managers of communities along the proposed Midwest Connect 
Passenger Rail Corridor, we write together to express our united and enthusiastic support for a 
$750,000 state appropriation to complete a Service Development Plan—Step 2 of the Federal 
Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Corridor ID Program. 

The Midwest Connect Corridor—linking Chicago, Fort Wayne, Lima, Columbus, and 
Pittsburgh—offers an unprecedented opportunity for public-private partnership that will enhance 
mobility, strengthen economic competitiveness, and connect Ohioans across rural, suburban, 
and urban communities. By leveraging existing infrastructure, this corridor promotes not only 
modern passenger mobility, but also improvements to freight rail safety, expanded tourism, and 
workforce accessibility. 

This moment is unlike any we’ve seen before. The corridor has already been accepted into the 
FRA’s national planning framework, with federal funding covering 90% of the cost for this 
planning phase. The state’s modest contribution would unlock that support, positioning Ohio as 
a leader in the Heartland’s rail renaissance. 

This effort is backed by a growing coalition—spanning political lines and geographic boundaries. 
From Vice President J.D. Vance to Congresswoman Joyce Beatty, from the Ohio Chamber of 
Commerce to local chambers across the state, and from major employers to small-town leaders, 
there is broad consensus that this is the right project at the right time. 

Here’s why we believe now is the time for Ohio to take this critical next step: 

1. No Long-Term Commitment Required – This appropriation funds analysis, not 
construction. It empowers Ohio with actionable data and a clearer understanding of the 
opportunity—without binding the state to future obligations. 

2. Private Sector Engagement – Ohio’s business community recognizes the economic 
upside. The Ohio Chamber of Commerce, Columbus Partnership, and other regional 
leaders see rail as a tool to address workforce needs and unlock future private 
investment. 

3. Grassroots, Local Match – Communities large and small—from Lima to Springfield to 
Marysville—have already stepped up with $350,000 in local funds, showing how deeply 
invested we are in making this corridor a reality. 

4. Strong Return on Investment – National models estimate every $1 invested in rail 
yields $4 in economic benefits. A recent study of Ohio’s 3C+D corridor projected up to 
$47 million annually in GDP growth and 1,200 new jobs. Midwest Connect offers similar, 
scalable impact. 



Ohio cannot afford to sit on the sidelines. Without state action, federal funds may flow 
elsewhere—missed not just by our cities, but by our residents, our workforce, and our future 
economy. 

Together, we urge you and your colleagues to seize this opportunity and join with local 
governments, the business community, and bipartisan champions in supporting the $750,000 
appropriation for Step 2 of the Midwest Connect Passenger Rail Corridor. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. We welcome the chance to discuss this 
further and stand ready to assist however we can. 

Sincerely, 
 

   
Chris Amorose Groomes 

Mayor, City of Dublin 
Jerry Barilla 

Mayor, City of Steubenville 
Michelle Crandall 

City Manager, City of Hilliard 

   
Terry Emery 

City Manager, City of 
Marysville 

Andrew J. Ginther 
Mayor, City of Columbus 

Jeff Hall 
Mayor, City of Newark 

  

 

Sharetta Smith 
Mayor, City of Lima 

James Zucal 
Mayor, City of Uhrichsville 

 

 

 
 
 
 





FRA Corridor Identification and Development Program 

Initial Federal Award: $500,000 per route; no match required 

The Corridor ID Program coordinates planning and development activities for potential 
new or enhanced passenger rail service across the nation. It has three steps to usher 
a passenger rail corridor towards implementation: 

Once a grantee is in the program, they no longer compete for subsequent Steps. 

Step 2 and Step 3 funding is awarded following satisfactory completion of the previous 
step (as determined by FRA). Corridors which complete Step 3 will have their capital 
projects placed in a project pipeline, which establishes the Federal priority for funding 
construction and implementation. Other, existing FRA and USDOT programs are 
available to assist in construction and service introduction. 

Corridors in Central Ohio: 

Cincinnati-Dayton-Columbus-Cleveland (3C&D) 

• Led by the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC)
• Current CID Program Step: 1

Chicago-Fort Wayne-Columbus-Pittsburgh (Midwest Connect) 

• Led by the City of Fort Wayne, IN with MORPC as a co-sponsor
• Current CID Program Step: 1

• Develop scope, schedule, cost estimate for Step 2
• Capacity-building to deliver subsequent Steps
• Approximately 6-12 months to complete
• $500,000 award, no match

Step 1
Initiation

• Prepare a Service Development Plan (SDP)
• Details route, stations, service, upgrades, financial plan
• Approximately 1-3 years to complete
• Cost and award determined in Step 1; 10% match

Step 2
Planning

• Prelminary engineering, environmental review (NEPA)
• Prepares projects for design, construction; route for service
• Approximately 1-3 years to complete
• Cost and award determined in Step 2; 20% match

Step 3
Development



Corridor ID Program Passenger Rail Awards in Ohio

• Nearly $130 million estimated annual economic impact
• 400,000-800,000 annual ridership (3-5 daily round trips)
• One of the best ridership-to-cost ratios in Amtrak ConnectsUS plan

3C&D Corridor
ORDC

• 200,000-400,000 annual ridership (six daily round trips)
• Initial planning under Rapid Speed Transportation Initiative (RSTI)

Midwest Connect
MORPC/Ft Wayne

• Direct service from Cleveland to Detroit via Toledo
• Connections with existing routes in Michigan and Ontario

Cleveland-
Toledo-Detroit

ORDC

• Improved long-distance service along existing Amtrak route
• Increased frequency to daily service along entire Chicago-NYC corridor

Daily Cardinal 
Service

Amtrak


